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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Mr.  Prosser,  after  a  long  and  extenjive 
I  Experience,  now  quits  Phyjic,  to  engage  in 
another  Branch  of  Medicine  ( Farriery )  to 
cohich  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  render  fome 
material  Services  ;  and  he  apprehends  the 
Time  is  Jafi  approaching,  when  Gentlemen 
of  Education  and  Abilities  xoill  attend  to 
this  abjirufe  Science. 

No  2,  Chapel-Row, 
Brompton, 


TREATISE 


ON  THE 

STRANGLES   and  FEVERS 

OF 

HORSES. 

'TnHIS  Treatife  is  an  extraft  from  a 
larger  work,  confidering  the  manage- 
ment of  horfes,  under  the  principal  dif- 
orders  they  are  liable  to  ;  intended  to  have 
been  publifhed,  but  retarded  as  yet  in  its 
progrefs  to  the  public,  by  illnefs,  and  other 
employments  of  the  author. 


The  fubjc8;  is  certainly  every  way  of 
importance,  to  the  ftate,  and  to  indivi- 
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duals ;  it, equally  concerns  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  If  the  heakh  and  prefervation  of 
,a  valuable  horfe  are  interefting  to  a  gentle- 
man, as  inftrumental  to  his  pleafure  and 
amufement,  fo  is  the  matter  interefting  to 
a  perfon  of  inferior  rank,  on  account  of 
the  animal's  intrinfic  value  ;  and  indeed 
many  of  the  middling  rank  have  fo  large  a 
proportion  of  their  property  in  horfes,  that 
they  are  not  unfrequently  ruined  by  the 
lofs  of  them, — and  hence  we  take  our  mot- 
to.— And  notwithftanding  the  many  refpeft- 
able  writers  on  Farriery,  of  late,  and  the 
prefent  day,  we  have  our  views  and  hopes 
to  come  in  for  our  fhare  of  utility ;  the 
proverb  faith,  in  the  multiplicity  of  coun- 
fellors  there  is  fafety." 

One  end  of  utility  we  propofe,  in  prac- 
tifmg  or  turning  our  thoughts  to  Farriery, 
is  now  and  then  by  analogous  reafoning, 

from 
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from  man  to  animal,  and  animal  to  man,, 
to  throw  a  light  upon  each  fubjeQ;  for 
inftance,  horfes  we  fay  have  not  the  ague 
or  intermitting  fevers ;  if  we  can  learn  a 
reafon  why  they  have  not,  perhaps  it  may 
furnifh  a  reafon  why  man  has.  This  mat- 
ter I  fpeak  of  with  confidence,  the  idea 
having  been  mentioned  to  a  phyfician  of< 
the  firft  eminence,  who  admitted  its  ^ea- 
fonablenefs  and  plaulibility. 

In  confidering  the  diforders  of  horfes, 
we  take  the  ftrangles  firft  in  order,  becaufe 
it  is  generally  the  firft  diforder  that  hap- 
pens to  horfes,  and  becaufe  we  look  upon 
it  the  only  innate  diforder  of  this  animal. 
The  ftrangles  has  been  compared  by  writers 
on  Farriery  to  the  fmall-pox ;  we  think  it 
has  a  great  affinity  to  the  hooping-cough  j 
it  is  more  confined  to  an  age  than  the  fmall- 
pox;  children  only  have  the  hooping-cough, 
/  B  2  young 
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young  horfes  only  have  the  ftrangles ;  Sind 
thefe  diforders  are  not  fo  certain.  Very 
many  more  efcape  the  hooping-cough  than 
do  the  .fmall-pox,  very  many  horfes  never 
have  the  ftrangles ;  it  is  by  no  means  fo 
certainly  infeftious  as  the  fmall-pox,  but 
perhaps  as  much  fo  as  the  hooping-cough ; 
,there  feems  to  be  no  more  analogy  between 
the  ftrangles  and  fmall-pox,  than  their  hap- 
pening but  once ;  and  that  circumftance 
holds  alfo  with  the  hooping-cough,  and 
the  infeftion  in  thefe  diforders ;  the  hoop- 
ing-cough and  ftrangles,  have  this  Jingu- 
lariiy,  of  being  infeftious  only  to  the 
young.  The  ftrangles  we  reckon  the  only 
innate  diforder  of  horfes,  by  which  we 
mean,  the  only  diforder  the  feeds  of  which 
are  born  with  the  conftitution :  (man  has 
mcjny,  as  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  chicken- 
pox,  and  hooping-cough,]  and  no  circum* 
ftances  in  life  contribute  in  any  meafure 
.     .  to 
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to  create  this  difpofition  to  it  after  birth, 
however  circumftances  may  contribute  to 
bring  it  fooner  or  later  into  adion;  and 
when  the  conftitution  has  once  paffed  the 
diforder,  it  can  never  be  reproduced.  And 
we  hope  the  wonderful  phaenomenon  of 
our  being  fubjeft  to  have  thefe  diforders, 
and  to  have  them  but  once,  is  to  be  ex- 
plained in  this  manner,  or  not  to  be  ac- 
counted for  at  all.  If  we  attribute  thefe 
diforders  to  alterations  taking  place  in  the 
conftitution  after  birth,  furely  this  caufe 
will  operate  to  the  reproducing  of  the 
difeafe,  and  this  caufe  cannot  be  admitted 
when  the  diforder  happens  fo  early  as  at  a 
few  days  old ;  and  the  conftitution  we  fee 
is  as  certainly  fecured  at  this  early  period, 
from  ever  having  the  diforder  again,  as  it 
would  be  by  its  happening  at  any  other 
time  of  life  ;  and  the  fmall-pox  takes  all 
times  of  life,  from  the  earlieft  infancy,  to 
the  lateft  period  of  old  age. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Taplin,  a  popular  writer  on  Far- 
riery, of  the  prefent  day,  after  obferving, 
no  one  found  reafon  has  been  given  for  the 
caufe  of  the  ftrangles,  by  any  one,  does 
not  prefume  to  introduce  any  thing  difta- 
torially  decilive  upon  the  fubjeft ;  but  fub- 
mits  to  the  confideration  of  others,  what 
appears  to  him  to  contain  every  juft  reafon 
that  can  be  afTigned  for  the  appearance  of  a 
diforder,  attacking  each  fubjeft  to  a  cer- 
tainty, at  different  periods,  without  conta- 
gion, or  any  caufe  hitherto  eftabhfhed,  but 
that  it  is  fo.  "  After  affording  it  every  de- 
gree of  confideration,  Mr.  Taplin  is  per- 
fuaded  there  is  but  one  rational  caufe  to  be 
offered,  why  horfes,  at  the  periods  before 
mentioned,  become  then  fubjeft  to  this 
diflemper ;  (as  for  inflance,)  thofe  horfes, 
or  colts,  that  have  been  conflantly  well 
fed,  without  reftraint,  for  three,  four,  or 
five  years,  mufl,  with  their  food,  have  im- 
bibed 
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bibed  an  accumulation  of  impurities ;  thefe 
having  never  been  once  agitated  by  eva- 
cuation, excited  by  art,  or  perfpiration 
promoted  by  exercife,  muft  confequently 
remain  Jlagnant  in  the  blood,  till  the  borfe's 
being  brought  into  ufe  for  the  purpofe  he 
is  intended,  when  the  groffnefs  and  vifcidi- 
ty,  that  has  fo  long  laki  dormant,  foon  be- 
comes perceptible." 

Mr.  Taplin  will  have  this  diforder  to 
happen,  with  few  exceptions,  when  the 
colt  is  broke^;  but  it  happens  indifferently 
at  any  age  before  five  years  old,  frequently 
whilft  fucking. — "  The  fluids  are  too  thick, 
fluggifh  and  heavy,  for  their  diftinft  ap- 
propriation  ;  the  lungs  are  firft  bver-loaded> 
a  languor  follows;  to  that  a  difficulty  of 
breathing,  or  Ihort  cough,  fucceeds ;  and, 
laftly,  the  grand  effort  of  nature  difplays 
ilfelf  in  the  difeafe  before  us ;   and  that 

is 
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is  moft  judicioufly  made  in  the  glandular 
parts,  where  fhe  is  nearly  adequate  to  her 
own  work.  This  rational  procefs  of  the 
morbid  matter  (Mr.  Taplin  fays)  has  ever 
affefted  him  fo  forcibly  with  the  idea  of 
convi6lion, ,  that  nothing  but  a  judicious, 
clear,  and  comprehenfive  elucidation,  de- 
monftrating  an  oppofite  caufe,  can  ever 
reconcile  him  to  another  opinion." — This 
furely  is  altogether.  Farrier-like,  ridiculous 
and  abfurd  ;  the  fmall-pox  we  think  has 
been  attempted  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
fame  manner.  A  man  of  fcience  maybe 
excufed  in  afierting  a  fpeculative  opinion, 
as  Mr.  Taplin's  accumulation  of  impurities, 
and  groffhefs  and  vifcidity  of  the  humours, 
in  occafioning  the  ftrangles ;  but  an  opi- 
nion that  is  to  be  brought  to  the  teft  of 
daily  obfervation  and  fafts,  is.  furely  no 
longer  fpeculative :  and  Mr.  Taplin's  opi- 
nion of  the  ftrangles  conftantly  happening 

to 
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to  horfes  at  the  time  of  breaking,  and  its 
happening  to  all  horfes  without  exception, 
I  am  fure  every  farmer,  or  horfe-breeder, 
will  tell  Mr.  Taplin,  are  .  opinions  ill 
founded  ;  and  Mr.  Taplin  might  have  con- 
defcended  to  learn  this  from  authors  of 
reputation.  Mr.  Gibfon  fays,  many  colts 
have  the  ftrangles  at  grafs  ;  arfd  thofe'  that 
efcape  the  ftrangles  at  grafs,  for  the  moft 
part  are  feized,  when  they  are  firft  taken 
up  and  put  to  bufmefs.  But  if  the  difeafe 
arofe  from  an  accumulation  of  impurities, 
furely  the  diforder  would  not  appear  as 
it  does,  in  one  certain  and  fpecific  form, 
but  would  happen  with  all  variety  of 
fituation,  &c. 

Mr.  Taplin  ridicules  the  notion  of  Gib- 
fon, and  Solyfelt,  of  having  thrown  great 
light  on  this  diforder,   by  comparing  it 
to  the  fmall-pox  ;  but  we  think  this,  not 
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an  unphilofophical  remark,  nor  ufelefs  and 
abfurd,  as  Mr.'  Taplitis  grojfnefs  and  vifci- 
dity  of  the  humours,  the  comparifon  of  the 
ftrangles  to  the  fmall-pox  and  meafles  holds, 
however ;  inafmuch  as  it  is  a  diftemper 
(fpeaking  in  the  general)  the  conftitution  is 
to  undergo,  and  but  once. 

The  Claflical  Farrier  now  publiflHng  hj 
Mr.  Merrick,  (aflTifted,  he  fays,  by  feveral 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeonsj  gives 
the  following  account  of  this  diforder : 
"  Of  a  quinfey,  commonly  called  the  ftran- 
"  gles."  We  think  this  learned  body,  w^io- 
foever  thev  are,  that  have  lent  their  affift- 
ance  to  Mr.  Merrick,  have  miilaken  the 
nature  of  this  diforder ;  for  it  is  certainly 
quite  different  from  a  quinfey,  which  is  a 
diforder  horfes  are  not  fubjecl  to  ; — it  hap- 
pens to  man,  not  in  any  meafure  like  the 
ftrangles  m  horfes,  at  or  jiear  a  certain 

age; 


age ;  but  in  very  many  inftances  is  a  fre- 
quent diforder,  happening  as  often  to  the 
fame  perfon,  as  taking  cold,  or  other  cir- 
cumftances  in  life  may  occafion  it ;  and  it 
is  well  known,  that  perfons  who  have  once 
had  the  quinfey  violently,  are  ever  after 
particularly  liable  to  it.  But  I  imagine 
neither  Mr.  Merrick,  nor  any  one  of  his 
learned  affiftants,  has  ever  known  the  ftran- 
gles  to  happen  more  than  once — I  hope 
thefe  gentlemen  are  much  better  phyficians 
and  furgeons,  than  from  this  fpecimen  of 
their  abilities,  I  can  fuppofe  them  to  be 
Farriers. 

*'  If  the  praftitionerv  ^ays  Mr.  Merrick, 
"  rightly  manages  this  diforder,  there  is 
not  the  lead  dano^er  but  that  the  horfe  will 
foon  recover.  The  figns  of  this  difeafe 
(he  tells  us,)  are  a  fwelling  under  the  throat, 
between  the  two  jaw-bones ;  and  the  muf- 
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cTes  of  the  tongrue  are  very  much  afFefted.'* 
Now  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  fwelHng 
between  the  jaw-bones  is  not  a  concomi- 
tant fymptom  or  fign  of  this  difeafe,  but 
the  difeafe  itfelf,  in  its  conftant  form  and 
place. 

In  the  human  fpecies,  they  tell  us,  there 
is  much  more  danger  than  in  quadrupeds. 
— "  In  this  diforder,"  they  fay,  "  an  in- 
flammatory fever  enfues,  caufed  from  a 
defluxion  upon  the  thorax,  fauces,  and 
parts  adjacent."'  This  we  fuppofe  they 
mean  to  allude  to  the  quinfey  in  man  ;  but 
yet  immediately  follows,  *'  there  are  three 
kinds  of  the  diforder,  which  gives  way  to 
the  names  of  flrangles,  baftard  ftrangles, 
and  vives ;  when  the  internal  mufcles  of 
the  larynx  are  aliecled,  without  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  tumour,  then  it  is  called 
Synanche ;  when  the  external  mufcles  of 

the 
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the  larynx  are  affefted  without  a  tumour, 
it  is  then  called  Parafynanche ;  when  an 
internal  tumour  is  impeding  refpiration,  it 
is  Ctx\\e6.  .Sy}ianche  ;  and  when  the  external 
mufcles  of  the  fauces  are  inflamed,  accom- 
panied with  a  tumour,  it  is  then  called 
Parafynanche."  Thefe  hard  names,  we  fup- 
pofe,  allude  to  the  quinfey  in  man,  and  not 
to  the  ftrangles. 

Mr.  Merrick,  in  his  printed  propofals 
and  advertifements,  did  his  work  the  credit 
of  being  aflifted  by  fome  eminent  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons ;  but  here  is  fuch  a 
confufion  and  mixture  of  difeafes'of  man 
and  horfes,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  perceive 
when  one  is  fpoken  to,  and  when  the 
other ;  and  we  are  led  to  be  apprehe^nfive 
Mr.  Merrick  has  been  impofed  upon  by 
the  plaufibility  of  fome  daring  empiric, 
and  which  we  fee  daily  praftifed  with 
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fuch  wonderful  fuccefs,  not  on  the  health, 
but  the  credulity  and  fimplicity  of  the  pub- 
lic. "  Whatever  impedes  or  flagnates  the 
fluids,  immediately  compreffes  the  muf- 
cles,  which  brings  on  inflammation,  which 
generally  arifes  from  obftrufted  perfpira- 
tion,  after  taking  a  violent  cold ; — this  is 
the  caufe  of  the  difeafe.  If  no  fwelling 
appears,  the  difeafe  in  that  cafe  may  prove 
mortal.'* 

We  do  not  perceive  of  what  difeafe  it  is 
meant  here  the  horfe  dies,  when  no  fwell- 
ing appears  ;  he  certainly  does  not  then 
die  of  the  flrangles ;  we  may  as  well  talk 
of  the  fmall-pox  and  raeafles  without  an 
eruption,  as  the  fl:rangles  v/ithout  a  fwell- 
ing ;  but  diforders  that  very  rarely  prove 
fatal,  are  fometimes  fo,  as  the  fmall-pox 
by  moculation.  One  caution  however  we 
deem  neceffary  in  this  diforder,  not  to  be 

too 


/ 


(  15  ) 

too  'early  in  opening  the  fwelling,  but  ra- 
ther t6  wait  its  breaking  of  itfelf,  and 
which  indeed  we  think  is  a  pra£lice  now 
approved  of  by  furgeons ;  and  thus  the 
fuppuration  of  the  fwellings,  and  difcharge 
of  the  matter  being  more  com  pleat,  a  re- 
maining induration  and  enlargement  of  the 
glands  will  be  prevented,  which  would 
be  a  blemifh,  if  not  an  injury  to  the 
fervice  of  the  horfe.  "  But  if  a  large 
tumour  foon  appears,  the  difeafe  will  be 
eafily  conquered,  and  a  lafting  cure  may 
be'expe6led."T— The  cure  will  certainly  be 
lading,  for  the  diforder  never  happens 
a  fecond  time.  But  to  begin  the  cure, 
thefe  gentlemen  think  it  proper  to  apply 
an  emollient  poultice,  twice  a-day,  fpread 
upon  fome  coarfe  cloth,  and  fewed  tight 
about  the  fwelling  with  a  packing-needle 
and  twine;  bleeding  and  purging  are  to  be 
on]itted  till  the  matter  is  all  drawn  away 

by 
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by  the  poultice ;  after  which,  one,  two,  or 
three  purges  may  be  given  ; — they  recom- 
mend "  warm  maflies  from  the  time  the 
animal  is  taken  ill  till  the  humour  be  dif- 
perfed,  and  warm  water  to  be  given  the 
day  the  horfe  takes  phyfic." 

Purging,  we  are  happy  to  agree  with 
thefe  learned  farriers,  is  here  of  no  ufe, 
except  in  cafe  of  cofljvenefs ;  but  bleeding 
we  think  is  ufed  occafionally  to  advantage, 
as  when  the  fwel ling  and  inflammation 
threaten  to  be^ery  confiderablcy  the: fever 
is  great,  and  the  horfe  in  high  condition  ; 
here  furely  we  are  joined  in  opinion  with 
the  beft  writers,  and  warranted  by  experi- 
/€nce,  that  taking  away  blood  will  forward 
the  feparation  and  fuppuration  of  the  mat- 
ter ;  and  one  authority  that  wull  be  entirely 
fufficient  for  us  on  this  point,  we  will 
quote  Dr.  Mead,  on  the  fmall-pox ;  Dr. 

Bracken 
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Bracken  alfo  having  given  his  opinion  on 
this  matter,  in  his  Art  of  Farriery,  we 
think  it  altogether  to  our  purpofe  here  : 
*•  Bleeding  is  requifite  in  all  impofthuma- 
tions,  or  gatherings  of  corrupt  matter,  in 
any  part  of  a  horfe's  body ;  and  more 
efpecially  when  fuch  fwellings  are  fituate 
upon  the  glands  or  kernels  of  the  throat,  or 
when  they  endanger  fuffocation,  or  any 
other  evil  accident."  A  fever  medicine  al- 
fo will  be  ufefully  given  once  or  twice  a- 
day,  or  even  oftener,  as  the  exigency  of  the 
cafe  may  feem  to  call  for  it — a  nitrous  anti- 
monial  dofe  we  think,  of  from  half  an 
ounce,  to  6  drams  of  nitre,  as  much  liquorice 
powder,  or  any  teflaceous  powder,  and  from 
20  grains  to  30  of  the  antimonial  powder, 
of  the  New  London  Difpenfatory,  for  one 
dofe,  given  in  two  or  three  horns  of  gruel, 
which  will  be  necelfary  to  dilute  and  foften 
the  purgency  of  the  nitre :  Nitre  given  with- 
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out  this  caution,  will  be  very  uneafy  on  the 
ftomach ;  or  to  fave  the  trouble  of  the  horn, 
moft  horfes  will  be  likely  to  take  this  dofe 
in  a  mafh,  or  drink  it  with  their  water; 
taking  care  that  a  part  is  not  loft  at  the 
bottom ;  if  it  is  given  in  a  mafh,  fome  lue- 
warm  water  fhould  be  given  immediately 
after. 

Bartlett's  dofe  of  nitre,  in  his  chapter  on 
alteratives,  is  from  2  to  3  ounces  made  into 
a  ball  with  honey,  to  be  given  every  morn- 
ing ;  he  obferves,  if  the  horfe  ^he^vs  an  un- 
cafinefs  at  the  ftomach  after  taking  it,  a  horn 
or  two  of  any  liquor  fhould  be  given. — 
Whether  the  poor  horfe  ftiews  it  or  not,  he 
certainly  muft  fuffer  great  uneafmefs  in  his 
ftomach,  from  this  dofe  of  nilre,  or  even 
from'  a  dofe  of  one  third  of  this  quantity ; 
this  dofe  bein^  immoderately  too  lars^e  even 
for  the  ftomach  of  a  horfe ;  and  we  think 
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Mr.  Taplin  has  juftly  cenfured  Barlett's  too 
free  ufe  of  nitre. 

Purging  after  the  difeafe,  we  fee  no  reafon 
for  infifting  upon ;  this  difeafe,  as  Mr.  Tap- 
lin obferves,  is  ufliered  in  and  attended  with 
a  hollow  huflvy  cough,  the  horfe  is  difpirited, 
fluggifh,  and  inaftive  :  certainly  fo ;  and  I 
believe  Mr.  Taplin  will  be  able  to  find  but 
very  few  diforders  under  which  the  animal  is 
lively  and  aftive.  "  The  diforder  terminates, 
Mr.  Taplin  fays,  with  a  running  at  the  nofe," 
but  there  is  a  confiderable  difchar^e  from 
the  noftrils  throusrh  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 

o 

order,  before  the  fwelling  breaks,  and  after- 
wards,  efpecially  when  the  horfe  drinks ; 
he  is  alfo  frequently  troubled  v/ith  a  quan- 
tity of  vifcid  phlegm  in  the  mouth,  which 
he  champs  upon  and  endeavours  to  keep,  or 
however  he  has  no  means  to  get  quit  of,  as 
in  man  by  fpitting. 

D  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Taplin  advifes  "  the  noflrils  to  be 
frequently  cleanfed  from  their  difcharge,  by 
means  of  a  fponge  and  warm  water,  lefl  the 
matter  by  cohefion  to  the  parts  fhould  ac- 
quire a  fouhiefs  and  foetidity,  that  would 
fhortly  becomes  acrimonious  and  corrofive 
there  would  be  no  harm  in  the  ufe  of  fponge 
and  warm  water,  but  v/e  do  not  fee  it  ncccf- 
fary,  as  we  never  knew  it  ufed,  nor  any  bad 
confequence  to  enfue  ;  this  acrimonious  and 
corrofive  fcetidity,  we  believe,  is  only  to  be 
found  in  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Taplin's  ideas, 
and  not  in  the  noftrils  of  the  horfe :  Upon 
the  recovery  of  the  horfe,  Mr.  Taplin  fays, 
he  fhould  be  put  upon  a  courfe  of  mild 
mercurial  phyfic,  if  there  are  no  circum- 
fiances  to  forbid  it :  this  gentleman  has 
given  his  reafons  for  cleanfing  the  noftrils 
from  their  difcharge,  but  he  does  not  enforce 
the  neccfhty  of  purging  the  horfe  ^\'ith  any 
reafon  ;  and  as  we  have  faid  of  fponge  and 
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warm  water,  fo  we  fay  of  phyfic,  we  believe 
it  not  neceffary  ;  no  injury  enfuing  from  the 
omiffion  of  purging  after  this  diforder. 

A  dogmatical  opinion  or  ipfe  dixit  afTer^ 
tion  from  any  one,  we  fuppofe  would  be 
■very  little  thought  of;  it  mud  be  reafons,  ar- 
guments, or  evidence  thateftablifli  the  fafts ; 
thefe  fairly  brought  forward,  the  public  as 
an  impartial  jury  will  very  readily  decide 
with  truth,  or  the  ftrongell  probability, 
according  to  the  evidence  before  them  ; 
but  Mr.  Taplin's  faying,  purging  is  neceffary 
after  this  diforder,  and  my  faying  it  is  not 
neceffary,  is  faying  jufl  as  much  as  amounts 
to  nothing. — Purging  medicines  are  neceffary 
afterthe  fmall-pox,and  the  flrangles  has  been 
thought  a  concordant  difeafe ;  but  in  the  fmall- 
pox,  the  matter  of  the  diforder  feparated 
from  the  habit,  is  diffufed  over  the  whole 
body  ;  and  when  confluent,  abforption  takes 
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place,  producing  a  fecondary  fever ;  and  as 
a  proof  of  the  neceffity  of  purging  after  this 
diforder,  if  purging  medicines  are  not  given 
in  due  time, a  fpontaneous  purging  comes  on. 

In  the  ftrangles,  the  humour  feparated 
from  the  conftitution  is  thrown  upon  one 
particular  part  of  the  body,  producing  a 
large  fwelling,  which  always  burfts,  and  a 
plentiful  and  perfeft  difcharge  of  the  mor- 
bid matter  is  thereby  effefted  :  and  no  ab- 
forption  taking  place,  purging  we  conceive  - 
tmneceffary ;  and  we  fee  no  fpontaneous 
purging  here  enfues,  nor  any  bad  confe- 
quence  from  the  omillion  of  purging  dofes. 
•We  apprehend  Mr.  Taplin's  idea  of  the 
neceffity  of  purging  after  the  ftrangles,  arifes 
from  his  manner  of  accounting  for  the  dif- 
eafe — in  the  grojfnefs  ■2LnA  vifcidiiy  of  the 
humours ;  and  his  direfting  mercurial  phy- 
fic,  we  think,  further  fliews  it :  but  as  we 
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take  this  to  be  a  grofs  miftake,  the  neceflity 
for  phyfic,  we  fay,  has  no  exiftcnce ;  and 
we  depend  on  the  reafons  advanced,  for  our 
credit  with  the  reader.  But  Mr.  Taplin 
contradifts  himfelf,  and  refutes  his  own 
argument  in  fupport  of  an  opinion  "  that 
he  has  fo  amply  and  fully  confidered;"  he 
makes  the  diforder  fo  general,  "  that  it 
attacks  each  fubjeft  to  a  certainty ;"  this 
we  have  faid  is  not  true,  many  horfes  never 
having  the  diftemper  :  "  And  thofe,"  he 
fays,  "  that  have  been  conftantly  well  fed 
for  feveral  years,  muft  have  imbibed  an 
accumulation  of  impurities,  or  his  grolfnefs 
and  vifcidity  of  the  humours."~Mr.  Taplin 
feems  fully  aware,  that  all  colts  are  not 
thus  luxurioufly  reared  ;  as  he  fays,  "  ihofe 
that  have  been  treated  in  that  wav  whicli 
certainly  make  but  a  fmall  part  of  the 
whole,  yet  he  fays  "  all  have  the  diforder 
and  as  a  fmall  part  only  have  been  in  the 
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way  of  contra6ling  this  diforder,  from  Mr. 
Taplin's  caufe,  whence  happens  it  to  the 
others,  and  very  many  of  them  half-ftarved 
animals  ?  All  we  can  fay  at  prefent  to  this 
matter  is,  that  giving  Mr.  Taplln  credit  as 
far  and  where  we  can  for  his  grojfnefs  and 
vifcidity  of  the  humours,  we  are  obliged  to 
obferve,  that  in  much  the  greater  number 
of  cafes,  this  caufe  has  had  no  fhare  in  pro- 
ducing the  difeafe ;  and  Mr.  Taplin  rauft 
allow  us  to  fay,  that  where  that  caufe  does 
not  exift,  we  muft  look  for  another;  but  as 
Mr.  Taplin's  book  fells  fo  very  rapidly,  we 
fhall  be  in  daily  hopes  of  this  matter  being 
fully  and  philofophically  cleared  up  in  his 
next  edition. 

In  the  management  of  this  diforder,  we 
have  advifed  the  taking  away  blood,  when 
the  fwelling  and  inflammation  threaten  to 
be  very  confiderable,  and  the  fever  great ; 

we 
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we  do  not  recommend  this  as  an  opinion 
unfupported,  (a  thoufand  of  which  we 
reckon  not  worth  a  farthing;)  but  we  ad- 
duce our  reafons,  and  quote  the  opinions 
of  the  firft  writers  in  phyfic  and  farriery ; 
— emollient  poultices  to  forward  the  fup- 
puration  and  breaking  of  the  fwelling, 
and  afterwards  to  promote  the  difcharge ; 
but  after  the  breaking  of  the  fwellings,  a 
warm  digeftive  ointment,  as  the  common 
ftable  digeftive,  or  bafilicon,  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  fores  at  each  drefting,  fpread 
upon  clean  tow  or  coaffe  lint,  and  covered 
with  a  plentiful  poultice  ;  the  dreffmgs 
will  be  conveniently  kept  on  with  a  proper 
cloth,  and  ftrings  Or  tape  faftened  to  the 
corners,  and  tied  behind  the  ears  and  round 
the  head,  a  convenient  fpace  under  the  eyes.  ^ 
—The  common  turnip-poultice,  a  bread- 
poultice,  or  linfeed-meal,  with  a  liule  lard 
or  goofe-oil,  will  be  as  good  as  any  ;  it  will 
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be  ufeful  to  finge  the  hair  from  the  fwell- 
ing  with  a  candle,  and  which  indeed  is  a 
pretty  common  cuflom  with  farriers;  the 
proper  diet  of  the  horfe,  as  mafhes  of  bran  or 
malt,  will  be  apt  to  keep  the  belly  fuffi- 
ciently  open  ;  if  not,  glyfters  are  the  beft 
means  of  preventing  coflivenefs.  Horfes 
commonly  fwallow  with  great  difficulty  in 
this  diforder,  but  corn,  hay  or  grafs,  better 
than  water ;  perhaps  one  reafon  may  be, 
their  not  (looping  fo  low  to  hay,  &c.  for 
they  fwallow  water  better  wlien  raifed  to 
them,  than  when  the  head  is  funk  low  to 
the  water.  ^ 

Mr.  Taplin's  purfuit  and  ours,  we  ob- 
ferve,  is  the  fame — the  promulgation  and 
efiablifliment  of  truth;  and  which  ever  fide 
prevails  with  the  public,  the  other  will  be 
meritorioufly  acquitted,  in  having  well  in- 
tended. If  Mr.  Taplin's  fyflcm  is  not  over- 
turned. 
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turned,  we  will  fhift  our  ground,  and  avail 
ourfelves  of  the  opportunity  he  has  afford- 
ed us  of  applying  his  doftrines  and  ide^s  to 
the  difeafes  of  man  ;  and  then  we  will  fay, 
the  fmall-pox,  meafles,  &c.  are  owing  to  an 
accummulation  of  impurities,  and  grolfnels- 
and  vifcidity  of  the  humours  :  a  difficulty 
feems  here  to  meet  us ;  as  conftitutions  in 
the  pureftand  mofl  perfeft  flate  of  health, 
are  liable  to,  and  readily  infefted  by  thefe 
diforders ;  and  the  habit  of  body  being,  as 
we  fuppofe,  cleanfed  of  all  groffnefs  and 
impurities,  by  the  termination  of  one  dif- 
order,  the  other  often  prefently  follows. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  perufing  Bracken's  Farriery, 
which  was  become  very  fcarce ;  he  gives  us 
two  chapters  on  the  ftrangles ;  and  we  have 
the  pleafure  of  finding,  we  begin  our  little 
treatife  with  this  diforder  for  the  fame  rea- 
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fon  Bracken  did  fo— becaufe  it  is  commonly 
the  firft  difoxder  horfes  are  fubje6l  to  ;  and 
we  are  careful  to  profit  by  Bracken's  miftake, 
by  making  our  prefent  Uttle  work  fo  ftiort, 
that  we  may  not  forget  before  we  finifh, 
that  we  made  the  ftrangles  our  firft  chapter ; 
and  fo  embellifh  our  little  voiume  with  a 
duplicate  of  chapters  oa  the  fame  difeafe. 

Dr.  Bracken  in  his  firft  chapter  defcribes 
the  ftrangles,  and  fays,  it  feems  not  to  differ 
greatly  from  the  quinfey  in  human  bodies ; 
here  we  have  wholly  differed  from  him,,  and 
to  our  reafons  already  given,  we  will  add 
one  more — the  quinfey  is  a  diforder  that 
comes  on  in  a  few  hours,  or  fmall  fpace  of 
time,  from  a  ftate  of  health,  upon  taking 
cold ;  the  infeftion  of  the  ftrangles  is  lurk- 
ing (like  unto  the  fmall-pox  or  hooping- 
cough,)  for  a  time  in  the  conftitution,  be- 
fore the  diforder  breaks  out.     He  takes 
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notice  of  Monf."  Sollej^ell's  comparing  it 
to  the  fmall-pox,  and  admits  the  compa- 
rifon  i  he  obferves,  that  moft  colts,  but 
(as  we  have  obferved)  not  all,  have  the 
ftrangles ;  and  he  thinks,  contrary  to  Mr. 
Taplin,  that  good  feeding  and  nourilhment 
are  means  of  preventing,  rather  than  ocea- 
Coning  the  diforder;  having  bred  feveral 
colts  himfelf,  that  never  had  the  ftrangles; 
and  this  feems,  he  fays,  to  contradift  what 
he  had  advanced  before,  of  the  ftrangles 
being  implanted  in  the  very  nature  of 
horfes  ; — by  this  he  means  his  admitting 
the  comparifon  of  it  to  the  fmall-pox  :  we 
have  confidered  thefe  as  innate  diforders, 
which  muft  mean  the  fame  thing  as  being 
implanted  in  the  nature  of  the  conftitudor*. 
He  recommends  ripening  and  bringing  the 
fwellings  to  fuppuration,  or  burft;  and  a5 
Bartkt  and  others  have  copied  his  excellent 
poultice  for  that  purpofe,  we  will  infert  here 
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Bracken's  emollient  poultice : — "Take  leaves 
of  mallows,  and  marfli-mallows  (green  or 
dry)  each  ten  handfuls ;  white  lily-root, 
half  a  pound ;  boil  thefe  very  foft  in  water, 
and  prefs  them  out  ftrongly  ;  then  take 
linfeed  and  fenugreek  feed,  each  four 
ounces ;  bruife  them,  and  boil  them  in  two 
quarts  of  water,  flowly,  till  it  become  of  a 
mucilaginous  confiftence ;  after  which,  ftir 
and  beat  it  up  well  with  the  leaves  and 
roots  ;  add  four  ounces  of  ointment  of 
marfhmallows,  and  one  pound  of  rendered 
hogs'-lard  ;  mix  all  well." 

Bracken  fays  'nothing -of  purging  after 
the  ftrangles :  he  begins  his  fecond  chapter 
on  this  difeafe,  in  telling  us,  it  fcarce  needs 
any  defcription,  not  becaufe  he  had  dc- 
fcribed  it  in  a  former  chapter,  but  becaufe 
he  fays  it  is  knoM'n  to  all;  but  now  he 
maintains  another  kind  of  doftrine,  and 
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tells  us,  if  the  fwellings  are  recent,  or  of 
fhort  {landing,  the  difeafe  may  perhaps  be 
cured  by  the  firil  intention,  or  by  difperfing 
the  fwellings,  and  not  fufFering  the  humours 
to  come  to  fuppuratibn ;  but  this  method 
he  propofes  on  the  idea  of  the  ftrangles 
bearing  an  affinity  to  the  quinfey  in  man  ; 
and,  as  we  confider  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
orders  totally  different,  we  reckon  this  re- 
pelling method  improper  and  impraftic- 
able.  The  quinfey  being  an  accidental  in- 
flammation and  fwelling  .of  the  glands  of  the 
throat,  it  admits,  no  doubt,  with  all  pro- 
priety, repelling  means,  to  fubdue  the  in- 
flamm'ation,  and  difperfe  the  fwellings,  be- 
fore there  is  any  tendency  to  fuppuration  : 
but  if  the  ftrangles  be  an  innate  diforder,  or 
as  Bracken  has  it,  implanted  in  the  very 
nature  of  a  horfe,  it  is,  we  fay,  the  very  na- 
ture and  immutable  law  of  the  diftemper, 
toproducc  a  fwelling,  inflammation  and  fup- 
puration. 
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puration,  between  the  jaws  ;  and,  by  the 
burfting  of  the  fwelling,  (like  the  fmall-pox, 
by  puftules  of  matter  on  the  furface  of  the 
body),  to  be  thus  difcharged  from  the  con- 
ftitution. 

We  find  Bracken,  in  his  fecond  volume, 
changing  his  fentiments,  and  faying,  he  is 
nearly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  polTible  to  bring 
up  a  horfe  fo  as  to  prevent  his  ever  having 
the  ftrangles :  we  need  only  fay  to  this  mat- 
ter, that  he  has  no  better  fupport  in  this 
opinion,  than  feveral  horfes  of  his  own 
rearing  never  having  the  diforder  ;  and  to 
give  this  very  fuperficial  and  weak  opinion 
fomething  of  a  proof,  we  find  him  contra- 
difting  himfelf.  Solleyfell,  he  fays,  "  has 
compared  the  ftrangles  to  the  fmall-pox  in 
mankind ;  therefore  he  imagines,  the  colts 
muft  bring  the  diftemper  along  with  them 
from  the  dam's  belly." — We  do  not  perceive 
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that  Solleyfellhad  aoy  fuch  idea,  the  ftrangles^ 
he  fays, are  the  throwing  forth  of  fuperfluous 
humours  from  foals,  commonly  through  the 
noflrils,  fometimes  by  fwelHngs  under  the 
throat,  or  in  other  parts.  It  is,  he  fays,  a 
northern  diftemper;  "  bearing  fome  refem- 
blance  of  the  fmall-pox  in  children :"  this 
does  in  no  wife,  we  think,  imply,  that  Solley' 
fell  thought  it  an  innate  diforder,  or  brought, 
with  the  foals,  from  the  dam's  belly.  But 
we  recolleft  Bracken,  in  his  firft  chapter  on 
this  difeafe,  admits  the  propriety  of  the 
comparifon  of  it  to  the  fmall-pox  in  thefe 
words :  "  No  doubt,  as  it  moftly  happens  .to 
coks,  it  may,  not  without  reafon,  bear  an 
affinity  to  the  fmall-pox ;"  but  now  he  is  be- 
come of  another  opinion,  and  fays,  though 
"  that  doftrine  may  feem  like  found  reafon- 
ing,  on  a  drift  fcrutiny  it  will  be  found  only 
fiourifhing  upon  the  matter;  for  the  ftrangles 
are  produced  by  catchmg  cold,  Sec"  We 
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mufl  obfcrve,  we  wifh  to  perufe  Bracken,  or 
other  authors,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  refu- 
ting their  arguments,  by  making  them  con- 
tradift  themfelves. 


FEVERS. 

T\  R.  Taplin  obferves,  the  neceffity  of 
fome  reformation  in  the  praftice  of 
farriery  never  influenced  him  more  in  a 
conviftion  of  that  want,  than  did  a  thorough 
invefligation  of  what  has  been  faid  by  the 
beft  authors  on  fevers.  By  the  manner  of 
Mr.  TapHn's  entering  on  the  fubjeft,  his 
profefhng  to  have  "  given  it  a  thorough  in- 
veftigation,  &c."  his  readers  are  certainly 
led  to  expeft  fomething  from  him  very 
ynuch  to  the  purpofe.    "  Bartlet,"  he  fays, 
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"  purpofely  avoids  giving  defcriptions  of 
difeafes  ;  or  fo  much  as  gueffing  at  the 
caufes  withiuj  which  bring  them  about."-^ 
Mr.  Taplin  with  his  ufual  feverity  towards 
authors,  goes  on,  remarking  on  this  con- 
dua  of  Bartlet,  "  What,"  fays  he,  "  could 
have  been  his  motives  for  purpofely  con- 
ceaHng  what  in  a  praftical  treatife  had  every 
right  to  be  revealed,  I  know  not ;  and  what 
his  reafons  could  be,  he  leaves  entirely  to  the 
private  opinion  of  others  making  public 
however  upon  that  circumftance  one  of  his 
own;  "  that  whoever  is  a  ftranger  to  the 
origin  of  difeafe,  mull  be  confequently  fo  to 
every  method  and  rational  fyflem  of  cure:'* 
this  he  thinks  clear  to  the  meaneft,  and  moft 
uncultivated  comprehenfion.  Here  I  would 
afl^  Mr.  ITapLin  what  he  knows  of  the  origin 
of  an  ague,  and  his  anfwer  1  believe  muft  be, 
nothing;  and  I  am  forry  for  his  patients  if 
he  is  equally  ignorant  of  every  rational 
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method  of  cure  :  one  of  the  firft  phyficians 
this  country  ever  produced,  declared  his 
perfeft  ignorance  of  either  the  feat  or  caufe 
of  this  difeafe ;  and  I  believe  the  prefent 
venerable  and  worthy  preJide7it  yN\\\  fublcribe 
to  the  fame  acknowledgement  for  himfclf 
and  the  whole  college ;  yet  furely  though  we 
know  nothing  of  the  origin,  feat,  or  -caufe 
of  this  difeafe,  Mr.  TapLin  will  allov/  us 
now,  after  long  experience  and  obfervatioa 
in  the  diforder,  to  be  pretty  periccl  in  a 
rational  and  fuccefsful  method  of  cure  ; 
namely — by  the  ufe  of  a  fpecific,  which  by 
chance,  like  many  other  important  difco- 
veries,  phyfic  became  acquainted  with  ;  and 
to  direft  us  in  a  proper  ufe  of  which,  in 
this  diforder,  we  obferve  the  violence  and 
duration  xht  paroxyfms,  the  length  of  the 
intermiffions ;  and  we  have  learned,  that  a 
perfeft  intermiffion  is  neceffary  to  a  full 
dependence  on  the  power  of  the  febrifuge  : 

we 
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we  are  well  acquainted  with  the  means  of 
abating  the  violence  and  duration  of  the 
paroxyfm ;  and  the  fame  remedies  will  for« 
ward  and  perfeft  the  intermiflionj  and  will 
be  ufefully  adminiftered  in  the  time  of 
the  paroxyfms,  as  long  as  they  continue  to 
return  ;  the  duration  of  the  intermiffion 
guides  us,  or  however  (hould,  in  the  man- 
ner or  frequency  of  giving  the  febrifuge.— 
Thus  much  in  reply  to  Mr.  Taplin's  opinion 
of  the  neceffity  of  an  acquaintance  with  the 
origin  or  caufe  of  a  difeafe,  to  be  enabled  to 
apply  a  proper  or  rational  method  of  re-» 
lief;  and  we  believe,  the  fmall-pox,  meafles, 
chicken-pox,  and  hooping-cough,  are  in- 
ftances  equally  ftrong  in  point  ag^infi:  him  : 
Mr,  Gihfon  here  comes  in  for  his  fliare  of 
Mr.  Taplin's  ftriftures  and  feverity  on  all 
authors  he  has  confulted  and  quoted ;  Mr. 
Oibfon,  he  fays,  contrary  to  BartUt,  (whofe 
work,  by  the  bye,  is  little  more  than  an 
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abridgment  of  Gibfon,)  has  obliged  us  m 
the  very  quinteffence  of  prolixity  and  com- 
plication, by  elaborately  going  through, 
what  may  be  termed  a  compleat  fyflem  of 
imaginary  fevers ;  and  transferring  the  ob- 
fervations  and  language  of  ancient  authors 
upon  the  human  fpecies,  to  the  conftitution 
of  quadrupeds;  enlarging  upon  each  fub- 
je6l,  and  concluding  in  an  inexplicable 
jargon  upon  the  whole ;  as,  he  fays,  does 
alfo  Ofiner,  who  wrote  in  later  times ;  the 
few  remedies  recommended  being  left,  in 
refpeft  to  quantity  and  proportion,  entirely 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  reader. 

Mr.  Taplin,  after  reprobating  with  his 
ufual  feverity,  the  condu6l  of  Bartlet,  in 
avoiding  a  particular  defcription  of  difeafes, 
or  endeavouring  to  account  for  their  origin 
or  caufe,  acknowledges  hirnfel  the  impof- 
fibility  of  doing  fo. — Page  ^31,  Mr.  Taplin 

makes 
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makes  public  this  one  great  opinion  of  his 
own,  that  "whoever  is  aftranger  to  the  origin 
of  difeafe,  muft  be  confequently  fo  to  every 

I 

method  and  rational  fyftem  of  cure  :"  In 
page  233,  "  every  intelligent  obferver  muft 
be  convinced  of  the  improbability,  not  to 
fay,  what  might  be  very  well  juftified,  the 
impolTibility  of  difcovering  by  filent  fymp- 
toms  and  ocular  infpeftion,  the  origin, 
caufe,  or  indeed  diftemper  itfelf." — Fa6ts 
are  flubborn  things ! 

Mr.  Taplin  reduces  the  variety  of  fevers 
given  us  by  other  writers  to  two,  the  fymp- 
tomatic  and  inflammatory :  on  this  head 
we  wifh  to  give  him  credit ;  we  believe  the 
different  kinds  of  fevers  of  horfes  to  be  few 
in  number,,  in  comparifon  to  thofe  of  man  ; 
and  we  profefs  a  much  greater  fatisfaftion 
in  the  perufal  of  Mr.  Taplin,  or  any  other 
2iuthor,  to  meet  with  ideas  and  arguments 

to 
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to  admire  and  be  pleafed  with,  than  fuch  as 
we  muft  think  faulty  and  futile  ;  but  yet 
we  think  ourfelves  warranted  in  faying, 
horfes  are  fubjeft  to  fevers  not  of  the  in- 
flammatory kind ;  their  epidemics  are  fre- 
quently as  general  and  fevere  as  thofe  of 
the  human  fpecies ;  and  we  confider  the 
nature  of  epidemics  to  be  very  feldom  in- 
flammatory, witnefs  the  influenzas  of  our 
'own  memory  :  the  laft  in  particular,  though 
moft  fevere  and  formidable  as  well  as  gene-' 
ral  in  its  attack,  was  on  all  hands  and 
everywhere  found  not  of  the  inflammatory 
temper. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  urged,  Mr.  Taplin 
informs  us,  by  authors  of  repute,  that 

every  fever  is  one  and  the  fame  diforder, 
appearing  differently  according  to  the  va- 
rious circumftances  it  meets  with  in  diffe- 
rent conftitutions  :"  much,  he  fays,  may 

be 
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be  advanced  in  favour  of  this  affcrtion  ;  buf 
it  not  being  his  prefent  purpofe  to  difcufs  fo 
extenfive  a  fubje6i,  he  drops  it :  what  can 
have  been  his  reafons,  I  leave  entirely  to 
the  private  opinions  of  others ;  making 
known  only  one  of  my  own — that  Mr.  Tap- 
lin's  great  abilities  c^n  ^never  be  employed 
on  a  more  interefting  and  ufeful  point.  But 
we  venture  to  fay,  we  have  feyers  of  a  per- 
'fe6l  diftinci:  kind ;  namely,  purely  inflam- 
matory, and  malignant  or  infeftious;  and 
that  the  moft  robuft  and  healthy  conftitu- 
tion,  though  certainly  not  fo  liable  to  be 
attacked,  yet  if  infeftion  here  takes  place, 
the  goodnefs  of  the  conflitution  does  not 
alter  the  nature  of  the  infeftion,  nor  the 
confequent  diforder.  Mr.  Taplin  affirms, 
"  the  fever  of  horfes  is  molHy  that  diflinft 
kind  called  inflarnrnatory ;"  and  we  are  of 
the  fame  opinion  ;  not,  however,  granting  it 
to  be  a  rule  without  exceptions. 

G  Mr. 
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Mr.  Taplin  here  reminds  every  one  em- 
ployed in  farriery,  that  frequently  upon  his 
learned  decifion  alone,  depends  the  life  or 
death  of  this  moft  valuable  animal ;  there- 
fore "  he  fhould  not  only  be  cautioufly  nice 
in  the  difcrimination  of  difeafe,  but,  by  at- 
tending minutely  to  circumflances,  endea- 
vour to  develope  the  myflerious  indications 
of  Nature,  cover  all  her  wants,  and  (Ireng- 
then  e\Try  efF6rt."  This  is  certainly  very 
true ;  and  it  mull  be  equally  true,  that  the 
beft  writers  on  farriery  is  he  who  gives  the 
fullefl  and  plaineft  dire6lions  for  obtaining 
thefe  ends ;  we  read  Mr.  Taplin  s  book  for 
that  purpofe ;  but  here  we  have  not  a  ray 
of  informatidn.  "  To  become  the  more 
■adequate  to  this  tafk  of  integrity,  the  prac- 
titioner fliould  be  anxiouOy  careful  to  im- 
prove his  judgment,  and  adopt  the  known 
qualities  of  medicines  to  the  expectation  of 
their  effcfts :  '  thcfe  qualities  of  medicines 

may 


(   43  ) 

may  be  known  to  Mr.  Taplin ;  and  I  cer- 
tainly was  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  reap 
fome  of  this  knowledge  from  his  Stable  Di- 
rectory; but  I  am  utterly  difappointed; — 

v. 

"  to  have  in  view,  upon  every  emergency, 
the  operations  from  which  certain  or  pro- 
bable relief  is  to  be  obtained ;  and  to  pro- 
mote thofe  ends  by  ^very  fair  and  gentle 
.  means  that  may  be  juflified  by  circum*- 
flances,  or  diftated  by  difcretion."  Some 
men  are  famed  for  faying  a  great  deal  in  a 
few  words,  whilfl  others  are  profufe  and 
prolix  in  inftruftions,  without  conveying 
any  information  :  Having  loft  my  way  go- 
ing from  Cheltenham  to  Gloucefler,  an  en- 
tire ftranger  in  the  country,  upon  enquiring 
the  beft  way  of  the  firft  perfon  I  met,  I  was 
dire6led  to  crofs  Farmer  John's  Jiurt  viedow, 
tiien  to  go  flraight  up  the  zummer-houfe 
vield,  down  the  link  gate,  crofs  the  quarry 
clofe,  up  the  mill  vield,  and  down  the  mill 

G  2  medoxv,  


(  «  ) 

medow. — I  fla'red ;  and  my  guide  wondered 
I  did  not  underfland  him,  and  proceed  on 
jny  way.  I  faid,  I  did  not  know  Farmer 
jfohn  or  Farmer  Dick,  or  any  one  in  the 
country ; — but  that's  the  way  you  mun  go, 
replied  my  dire6lor. 

Our  Stable  Direftory  fays,  I  muft  have 
in  view,  the  operations  from  which  relief 
is  to  be  obtained,  and  to  promote  thofe  ends 
by  every j/flzV  and  gentle  means  that  may  be 
juflified  by  circumftances,  &c.  Sec.  No  one, 
I  imagine,  reads  the  Stable  Diredory  to  be 
told  he  fhould  endeavour  to  relieve  the  fick 
and  diftrelTed  animal,  by  the  fafeft  and 
moft  promifmg  means ;  but  to  leam  what 
thole  means  are,  and  to  have  their  pro- 
priety and  promifi^ng  utility  explained  and 
pointed  out. 

Mr.  Taplin  does  not  enter  into  a  tedious 
(lifquifuion  upon  the  origin  of  Fevers,  their 

difiPerent 


(  45  ) 

different  degrees  and  effefts,  "  becaufe  it 
would  exhaufl  the  patience  of  the  moft 
patient  enquirer."  To  enumerate  the  caufes 
which  may  produce  a  fever,  would  be 
equally  impra6licable  in  his  book  ;  but 
obferves,  they  are  fo  much  more  fymtoraa- 
tic  than  felf-exifting,  that  circumftances  and 
careful  attention  only,  muft  lead  to  the 
difcovery  (thofe  that  cdn  receive  it,  let 
them  receive  it) ;  but  we  are  told,  there  is 
not  the  leaft  doubt  but  a  general  cutaneous 
obRruftion,  or  fudden  conftridion  upon 
the  perfpirable  pores,  proceeding  from  what 
caufe  foever,  will  conflitute  the  foundation 
of  every  fever  to  which  the  animal  can  pof- 
fibly  be  fubjeft: — This  doftrine  can  only 
be  admitted  in  cafes  of  inflammation ;  it 
certainly  will  not  apply  to  contagious  or  in- 
feftious  diforders.  In  refpeft  to  fymptoms, 
he  fays,  the  infpeflion  muft  be  made  with 
care  and  attention :  the  general  modes  of 
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enquiry  are  fuperficial,  and,  he  oBferves,  the 
decifion  often  fallacious.  "  The  pathogno- 
monic or  certain  figns,  are,  univerfal  heat, 
and  difordered  pulfe,  difquietude  and  un- 
eafinefs,  fhifting  from  place  to  place ;  the 
horfe  labours  under  difficult  refpiration,  his 
mouth  is  very  dry,  tongue  parched  and  hot; 
he  declines  food,  but  receives  water,  the 
body  is  generally  coflive,  and,  in  the  early 
ilate  of  difeafe,  there  is  a  proportional  ob- 
ftruftion  of  urine."  Let  a  fever  proceed 
from  whatever  caufe,  the  indications  of  cure 
are  ftill  the  fame,  *'  Diminifh,  he  fays,  the 
preternatural  heat  to  the  degree  that  confti- 
tutes  health,  remove  all  internal  obflruc- 
tions,  and,  by  a  proper  and  judicious  admi- 
niftration  of  medicines,  (calculated  to  fub- 
due  the  original  caufe),  all  dependent  fymp- 
toms  will  cc^rtainly  fubfide."  We  are  very 
apprehenfive  there  is  no  abfolute  certainty 
in  this  matter ;  but  that  the  original  caufe 

of 
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of  difeafes,  and  dependent  fymptoms,  will 
now  and  then  baffle  and  fatally  fet  at  defi- 
ance all  remedies,  even  under  the  moft  ju- 
dicious adminiftration  of  our  author  him- 
felf.  And  we  do  not  conceive,  with  Mr. 
Taplin,  the  indications  of  cure  in  fevers  are 
always  the  fame ;  however,  the  ends  wifhed 
for,  are  not  always  to  be  hoped  for,  or  even 
aimed  at,  by  the  fame  means. 

The  firfl;  neceffary  ftep,  Mr.  Taplin  tells 
lis,  to  a  reftification  of  fuch  inflammatory 
or  difeafed  flate  of  the  blood,  is  a  reduftion 
in  quantity."  Mr.  Taplin  confines  his  ideas 
here  to  inflammation;  and  certainly  nothing 
more  concerns  pliyjic  and  farriery  than  does 
the  doftrine  of  inflammation  ;  but  we  think 
he  had  better  have  fliortened  this  fentence 
by  the  two  words,  "  or  difeafed  :"  Does  not 
this  expreflion  following  inflammatory,  im- 
ply a  difeafed  flate  of  blood  different  from 

inflam- 
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inflammation  ?  If  it  does  not  mean  that,  it 
means  nothing.  However,  we  take  that  to 
be  fometimes  the  cafe  in  horfes,  though  not 
by  any  means  fo  frequent  as  in"*man  ;  and 
Mr.  Taplin  very  well  knows,  that  as  eva* 
cuations,  and  antiphlogiftics  or  cooling  re- 
medies, in  inflammatory  cafes ;  fo  a  plenti- 
ful ufe  of  wine  and  cordials,  in  other  kinds 
of  fevers,  diminifli  the  heat,  and  regulate 
the  pulfe.  Mr.  Taplin  affords  us  no  aflift- 
ance  towards  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the 
degree  of  difeafe  from  the  fl;ate  of  the  pulfe  ; 
faying  nothing  of  its  rate  in  fevers,  or  in 
health:  indeed,  it  is  a  misfortune  in  farriery, 
that  a  horfe's  pulfe  is  not  fo  readily  to  be 
felt  and  counted  as  in  man ;  Mr.  Bartlett 
rates  it,  in  health,  at  forty  pulfations  in  a 
minute,  a  very  few  ftrokes  over  or  under ; 
confequently,  fomewhat  more  than  half  the 
frequency  of  the  pulfe  in  man  ;  and  confe- 
quently, we  fuppofe,  an  encreafe  of  ten  pul- 
fations 
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fations  in  a  horfe  will  conftltute  a  degree  of 
fever,  equal  to  the  encreafe  of  about  twenty 
llrokes  in  man. 

Mr.  Bartlett  tells  us,  "  the  pulfe  of  a  horfe 
is  readily  felt  by  laying  the  hand  on  the 
neck,  a  little  above  the  cheft,  on  the  infide 
of  the  fore  leg ;  or,  by  laying  the  hand  on 
the  near  fide,  the  beating  of  the  heart  will 
be  perceived."    Whoever  makes  the  trial, 
I  believe,  will  find  it  very  difficult  to  feel  a 
horfe's  pulfe,  either  of  thefe  ways,  except 
the  beating  of  the  heart.    Mr.  Clarke,  a  far- 
rier of  great  repute  in  the  north,  in  his  late 
publication,  fays,  the  pulfe  of  a  horfe,  in 
health,  is  from  36  to  40  beats  in  a  minute ; 
and  feels  the  pulfe  by  the  temple  artery, 
about  an  inch  and  half  behind  the  upper 
corner  of  the  eye :  it  is  here  rather  obfcure ; 
but  I  believe  it  is  the  mofl;  certain  place  of 
finding  it,  except  by  the  beating  of  the 
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heart.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  thefe  gentlemen's 
account  of  the  pulfe  is  very  erroneous ;  and 
I  acknowledge,  I  was  not  fo  perfeftly  aware 
of  that  circumftance,  till  lately  in  a  converfa- 
tion  with  an  ingenious  gentleman,  who  is 
now  profecuting  his  ftudies  in  London,  with 
every  advantage  of  a  medical  education;  and 
,who,  after  fpending  fome  time  in  the  Veteri- 
7iarian  Academy  in  Paris,  intends  returning  to 
this  country,  to  pra6life  Farriery. — By  care- 
fully attending  to  the  pulfe  of  horfes  in 
health,  with  the  bell  ftop-watches,  I  find 
this  gentleman  is  riglit ;  and  inftead  of  its 
being  40,  or  from  36  to  40  ftrokes  in  a  mi- 
nute, its  rate,  in  a  healthy  ftate,  is  50  or  52 
beats  in  a  minute.  How  the  above  quoted 
gentlemen  could  have  been  fo  culpably  in- 
attentive, in  a  matter  fo  truly  important  and 
necelfary  to  be  known,  as  the  rate  of  the 
pulfe,  is  furely  not  a  little  furprifmg  :  how- 
ever, the  pulfe  in  a  horfe  cannot  be  thought 

to 
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to  be  quicker  now  than  40  or  50  years  ago, 
or  quicker  in  England  than  in  Scotland.  It 
will  be  neceflary  to  enable  a  perfon  to  judge 
of  the  pulfe  in  difeafe,  to  attend  to  it  in 
fome  meafure,  and  know  its  ftate  in  health  3 
otherwife,  though  we  can  determine  as  to 
the  circulation,  by  means  of  a  flop-watch  or 
minute  fand-glafs,  whether  it  be  quicker  or 
flower  than  in  health,  we  cannot  determine 
as  to  its  fullnefs  and  ftrength,  whether  en- 
creafed  or  diminifhed.  We  now  do  ourfelves 
the  fatisfa£lion  and  credit  of  being  the  firft, 
I  believe,  in  giving  a  true  ftate  of  a  horfe's 
pulfe ;  but  yet  we  do  not  infer,  though  the 
pulfe  in  a  horfe  is  fo  much  flower,  that  the 
circulation  is  lefs  rapid  than  in  man.-— 
Bracken  is  equally  miflaken  with  other  au- 
thors as  to  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe ;  and  con- 
fiders  a  horfe  in  fo  high  a  fever,  when  his 
pulfe  beats  50  in  a  minute,  that  he  fays  it 
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is  unfafe  then  to  purge  a  horfe  with  their 
Gommori  purging  dofes. 


If  the  horfe  be  coftive,  Mr.  TapHn  direfts 
the  immediate  ufe  of  an  emollient  glyfter, 
thadfe  of  twb  quarts  of  water-gruel,  half  a 
pound  of  coarfe  fugar,  four  ounces,  or  a 
handful  of  fait,  olive  oil  a  quarter  of  a  pint; 
to  be  given  moderately  warm.  If  this  gly- 
fter has  not  the  defired  effeft  in  four  hours 
Mr.  Taplin  advifes  a  repetition  of  it,  and 
made  a  little  ftronger ; — which  advice  we 
think  very  proper : — in  two  or  three  hours 
after  the  effed  of  the  glyfter,  the  horfe  is  to 
to  have  a  mafh  of  fcalded  bran,  with  a  hand- 
ful of  oats,  if  the  horfe  will  not  eat  it  alone, 
' — We  do  not  fee  any  reafon  for  waiting  thefe 
two  or  three  hours;  we  rather  advife,  in  the 
application  of  remedies  in  fevers,  no  time  to 
be  loft.  Next,  the  horfe  is  to  be  gently 
rubbed  over,  moderately  cloathed,  and  well 
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littered  up,  but  after  having  given  him  ohe 
ounce  of  nitre  diflblved  in  a  fmall  draught 
of  warm  water,  flightly  impregnated  with 
thin  gruel.  Mr.  Taplin,  we  think,  fliould 
have  fpecified  the  quantity  of  liquid  he 
would  give  this  dofe  of  niire  in,  nearer  than 
w^e  can  underftand  by  a  fmall  draught ;  be- 
caufe  the  pungency  of  the  nitre,  in  a  fmall 
quantity  of  liquid,  may  be  painful  and  un- 
eafy  upon  the  ftomach  even  of  a  horfe  :  we 
think  this  dofe  of  nitre  fliould  not  be  given  , 
in  lefs  than  two  quarts  of  liquid. 

Previous  to  his  further  direftions  iri  the 
treatment  of  fevers,  Mr.  Taplin  thinks  i\ 
necelfary  to  fay  fomething  upon  the  quality 
and  indifcriminate  ufe  of  that  excellent 
article,  nitre;  the  purpofes  of  which,  he 
fays,  are  fo  frequently  proftituted  in  its  ge- 
neral application,  by  all  clalTes  and  in  all 
cafes,  in  compliment  to  Bartlet's  unlimited. 
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eulogiums ;  who  has  ftamped  it  with  his 
opinion,  fo  great  a  fpecific,  that  a  few  ob- 
fervations  on  its  virtues  and  real  ufes^  be- 
come immediately  necelTary  to  the  proprie- 
ty of  its  future  adminiflration  being  better 
underflood, 

Ofmer,  he  fays,  was  like  wife  fo  infatuated 
with  its  reported  perfeftions,  that  he  be- 
came an  advocate  for  its  unlimited  utility ; 
urging  the  adminiflration  of  it  to  almoft 
any  proportion  upon  every  occafion,  though 
at  the  fame  time  he  confelfes,  forae  horfes 
fhall  not  be  able  to  take  the  fmalleft  quan- 
tity, without  being  affefted  with  gripes  or 
cholic :  this  fhews  the  necelfity  of  the  dofes 
of  nitre  a  horfe  takes  being  well  diluted. — 
That  it  is  cooling,  allays  thirfl,  promotes 
the  fecretions,  and  is  a  ufeful  alfiftant  like- 
wife  in  a  courfe  of  alteratives,  Mr.  Taplin 
fays,  is  admitted  ;  but  how  far  it  is  eligible 

to 
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to  give  it  in.  fevers,  in  the  very  large  propor- 
tions recommended  by  Bartlet  and  Ofmer, 
"will  be  beft  decided  by  his  giving  the  mat- 
ter a  farther  invefligation ;  for  inftance,  he 
(Ofmer,  I  fuppofe  Mr.  Taplin  means)  urges 
the  adminiftration  of  it  to  attenuate  and 
thin  the  denfe  fizy  blood,  during  the  eiTeft 
of  inflammatory  fever,  (during  the  continu- 
ance, we  think  it  fhould  have  been  wrote, 
inftead  of  the  effeB  of  inflammatory  fever,) 
and  then  in  thefe  views  he  is  well  warranted 
in  its  ufe,  being  a  remedy  in  fuch  cafes  moft 
powerful  and  certain  in  its  elfefts ;  but  yet 
^Ir.  Taplin  thinks,  the  confequence  of  givipg 
fuch  large  quantities  as  three  or  Jour  ounces 
three  times  a-day,  mud  be,  to  fo  affecl  the 
fyflem  of  circulation  as  to  dilTolve  the  very 
craffamentum  of  the  blood,  and  reduce  it 
to  an  abfolute  ferum  or  aqueous  vapour  : — 
''•  Thefe  quantities  we  certainly  think  greater 
than  any  cafe  can  require."    That  nitre  has 

its 
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its  peculiar  good  qualities  and  falutary  effefls 
when  prudently  adminiftered,  no  rational 
praftitioner,  Mr.  Taplin  thinks,  will  ever  • 
deny ;  but  the  variety  of  experiments  re- 
peatedly made  upon  its  efficacy,  by  the 
moft  eminent  profefTors,  fmce  the  pra6lice 
of  Gibfon,  Bracken,  and  Bartlet,  has  un- 
doubtedly, he  fays,  deprived  it  of  a  confi- 
derable  portion  of  its  former  eftimation. 

It  furely  is  to  be  wiflied  Mr.  Taplin  had 
informed  us  what  thofe  experiments  upon 
nitre  were,  by  whom  made,  &c.  &c.  as  by 
,  fo  doing,  fome  of  his  readers  might  have 
been  enabled  to  judge  of  their  fallacy  or 
certainty ;  and  many  experiments  have  been 
made  (by  ingenious  men)  on  different  ar- 
ticles of  the  materia  medica,  that  have  been 
proved  very  fallacious  and  idle ;  however, 
we  venture*  to  fay,  tliat  thofe  who  make  a 
fair  trial  of  nitre,  as  -a  powerful  attenuant 

and 
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and  antiphlogiflic,  or  cooler,  in  inflamma^ 
tory  cafes,  will  not  be  difappointecl.  We 
are  aware  of  the  light  eftimatiou  it  is  held 
in  by  fome  authorities  :  an  eminent  profef- 
for  of  the  prefent  day,  reprobates  the  ufe 
of  nitre,  as  infignificant  and  trifling ;  and, 
in  order  to  fix  the  attention,  or  to  ren- 
der his  arguments  more  perfuafive  with  his 
pupils,  introduces  a  pun — "  that  it  is  fre- 
quently a  very  powerful  fedative,  from  the 
mouth  qf  a  muflvet  or  cannon ;"  and  in  our 
humble  opinion,  and  with  all  due  deference, 
the  profefTor's  time  would  be  much  ,better 
fpent  fafl  afleep,  than  in  inculcating  fuch 
do6trine. 

Taking  it  therefore,  with  the  properties 
it  is  poffeffed  of  and  entitled  to,  Mr.  Tap- 
lin  ventures  to  pronounce,  its  good  effe6ls 
can  only  be  obtained  by  judicious  adminif- 
trations  of  fuch  proportions  as  are  properly 

I  calcu- 


(  58  ) 

calculated  to  promote  the  purpofes  for 
which  they  are  defigned :  Who  fays  this  is 
not  a  bold  afl'ertion  of  Mr.  Taplin's  ?  but 
it  certainly  is  equally  true ;  and  to  be  equally 
bold,  we  venture  to  pronounce  he  may 
fay  the  fame  of  every  article  in  food  and 
phyfic;  in  the  former  indeed  moft  of  Mr. 
Taplin's  readers,  no  doubt,  are  competent 
to  this  judicious  and  proper  ufe ;  but  in 
medicine,  in  an  article  fo  material,  and 
of  fuch  confequential  power  as  nitre,  it 
furely  would  not  have  been  amifs  for  Mr. 
Taplin  to  have  favoured  his  readers  with 
fome  irradiating  rules  and  maxims,  towards 
this  proper  and  judicious  adminiftration  of 
it.  "  The  inconfiftency  (he  obferves)  of 
blending  it  in  large  quantities,  with  medi- 
cines intended  to  promtjte  perfpiration,  is 
palpably  ftriking ;  as  it  is  well  known  to 
£very  medical  praftitioner,  its  intermedia- 
tion would  rather  tend  to  deftroy  the  earneft 
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intent  of  the  whole :"  We  beUeve  nitre  is 
very  properly,  as  it  is  very  frequently, 
blended  with  medicine  to  promote  perfpi- 
ration. — I  fhould  hardly  fuppofe  Mn  Tap- 
lin  has  neglefted  to  read  the  works  of  that 
truly  great,  inftrufting  and  ufeful  author. 
Dr.  Huxham  ;  nor  yet  Ihould  I  fuppofe  he 
could  forget  fo  material  and  ftriking  a  paf- 
fage  as  I  am  about  to  quote:  When  the 
circulation  is  too  quick,  and  the  heat  of  the 
body  intenfe,  he  fays,  "  you  give  warm 
diaphoretic  medicines,  to  promote  perfpi- 
ration,  in  vain ;  but  reduce  the  over-quick 
circulation  and  heat  of  the  body,  and  a 
fweat  readily  breaks  forth  ;  and  to  which 
end,  nitre  is  moft  aptly  and  advantageouny 
given  with  the  other  kind  of  medicines  :" — 
This,  or  fomething  like  this,  on  the  fubje6l 
before  us,  is  the  language  of  Huxham. 


But  given  in  fmall  quantities,  as  half  an 
ounce,  or  an  ounce,  once  or  twice  a-day 
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in  tile  beginning  of  fevers,  Mr.  Taplin  fays, 
with  good  nurfing,  it  may  frequently  have 
a  very  good  effecl;  but  fhould  the  predo- 
minant fymptom  not  fubmit  to  that  treat- 
mient,  no  larger  dofes  of  nitre,  he  fays, 
fhould  be  ventured  upon; — Upon  the  non- 
fubmilfion  of  fymptoms  to  thefe  means, 
Mr.  Taplin  purfues  a  contrary  plan ;  but 
he  has  not  in  any  meafure  deteraiined  how 
long  the  foregoing  method  is  to  be  tried. 

Upon  the  non-fubmiiTion  of  inflammatory 
fymptoms,  we  tliink,  inftead  of  giving  up 
the  ufe  of  nitre,  we  ought  to  incfeafe  the 
dofe  ;  namely,  if  the  encreafed  circulation 
continues,  the  pulfe  is  ftill  full  and  hard, 
and  the  blood  ftill  fizy,  we  are  warranted 
in  taking  more  blood  away,  and  perfifting 
fteadily  and  boldly  in  the  ufe  of  the  atte- 
nuating antiphlogiftic  remedy ;  "  but  we 
think,  from  fix  drams  or  three  quarters  of 
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an  ounce,  to  an  ounce  and  half  at  fartheft, 
every  three  or  four  hours  ;  a  dofe  fufficient 
in  any  cafe."  The  fymptoras  of  inflamma- 
tion, juft  mentioned,  carefully  attended  to, 
are  fure  guides  how  long  to  proceed  in  this 
way ;  we  have  mentioned  the  propriety  of 
giving  the  nitre  in  a  good  quantity  of  liquid, 
the  ftate  of  the  inteftines  is  to  be  attended 
to,  and  Mr.  Taplin's  emollient  glyfter  given 
occafionally ;  and  if  the  diforder  does  not 
abate  in  two  or  three  days,  we  would  take 
more  blood,  a  quart  or  three  pints ;  and  it 
being  ftill  fizy,  we  proceed,  but  think  it 
ufeful  now  to  add  to  each  dofe  of  nitre 
from  three  to  fix  drams  of  compound  pow- 
der of  contrayerva,  and  a  moderate  dofe  of 
the  antimonial  fever-powder  of  the  New 
London  Difpenfator^  from  twenty  grains 
to  thirty,  or  in  its  ftead,  from  fix  to  ten 
grains  of  emetic  tartar ;  if  it  will  be  afforded, 
we  would  alfo  recommend  the  neutral  or 
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fait  of  wormwood  mixture,  to  be  added  to 
the  preceding  dofes  of  nitre ;  by  neutral 
mixture  we  mean,  lemon-juice,  faturatcd 
with  fait  of  wormwood,  or  pot-afli  may  be 
ufed  inftead  of  fait  of  wormwood,  fix  or 
eight  ounces  of  this  mixture  for. one  dofe. 
In  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies  we  Readily  and 
diligently  perfift,  till  the  inflammatory  fymp- 
toms  give  way,  then  we  judge  no  other 
kind  of  medicines  neceffary  for  the  horfe's 
recovery,  but  continue  the  fame  in  fmaller 
dofes,  and  lefs  frequent. 

Before  we  quit  the  matter  under  conli- 
deration,  we  inform  ourfelves,  and  our 
readers,  with  the  opinion  of  the  lateft  wri- 
ter, the  Claflical  Farrier,  publiflidd  by  Mr. 
Merrick. '  Mr.  Merrick  at  the  end  of  his 
book  of  upwards  of  800  pages,  to  give  his 
readers  a  ftill  further  knowledge  of  phyfic 
in  the  pra6lice  of  farriery,  adds  a  fupple- 
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ment  with  a  lift  of  the  moft  ufeful  drugs,  &c, 
and  an  account  of  their  natures,  quaUties, 
and  medicinal  virtues.  Here  we  find  this 
account  of  nitre  :  Salt  of  Nitre — It  removes 
all  grofs  obftruftions,  and  opens  the  pores 
of  the  fkin,  through  which  the  hot  and  fiery- 
particles  are  exhaled,  and  ftimulates  the 
du6ls  and  glands  to  a  more  copious  fecre- 
tion  of  lymph,  moiftens  the  body,  relaxes 
and  foftens  parts  fpafmodically  contrafted. 
Three  or  four  pages  further,  we  have  ja 
further  account  of  Nitre,  under  its  other 
name  Saltpetre — "  Now  it  is  become  cool- 
ing, and  a  cleanfer  of  the  urinary  du6i:s, 
being  a  great  diuretic"  Why  Mr.  Merrick 
has  divided  his  account  of  Nitre,  under  its 
two  different  names  of  nitre  and  faltpetre, 
we  do  not  fee ;  furely  he  muft  know  that 
fait  of  nitre  and  faltpetre,  is  one  and  the 
fame  article,  fold  under  thefe  different 
names,  which  is  the  cafe  of  feveral  articles 

of 
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of  the  apothecary's  fliop,  as  Peruvian  Bark, 
known  alfo  by  the  name  of  Jefuit's  Bark  ; 
yet  furely  Mr.  Merricjc  does  not  know  nitre 
and  faltpetre  to  be  the  fame  thing,  for  he 
gives  it  different  qualities  under  the  differejit 
names.  In  his  printed  propofals  and  ad- 
vertifements,  Mr.  Merrick  did  his  work  the 
,  credit  of  his  having  the  affiflance  of  feveral 
eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons ;  but  we 
muft  acquit  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  hav- 
ing any  concern,  however,  in  the  fupple- 
ment, 

,Mr.  Merrick,  in  his  preface,  fpeaks  with 
Uncontrouled  feverity  and  freedom,  of  his 
brethren  of  the  profefTion,  who,  he  fays, 
"  with  ignorant  prefcriptions  undertake  the 
praQ:ice  of  horfe  medicine :"  thefe  men,  he 
proceeds,  "  difgrace  that  rare  charafter — a 
furgeon-farrier;  and,  under  the  affumed  ap- 
pellation of  vulgar  dignity,  a  horfe-doftor, 
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tax  owners  without  confcience,  deal  de- 
flru6lion  without  reraorfe,  and  prove  in  rea- 
lity, fo  many  executioners."  The  indif- 
criminate  and  common  ufe  of  nitre  among 
fuch  perfons  as  have  commonly  the  care  of 
horfes,  is  ridiculous  and  abfurd :  by  fome  of 
thefe  (knowing  little  or  nothing  more  of  the 
confequences  and  effefts  of  large  dozes  of 
nitre  than  the  poor  horfe  that  fwallows  it), 
you  will  be  told,  they  give  nitre  to  cool, 
without  the  fhadow  of  a  reafon  that  the  ani- 
mal wants  cooling.  They  give  nitre  to  thin 
the  blood,  without  knowing  that  it  is  as 
likely  to  want  thickening ;  unlefs  indeed, 
we  are  to  be  told  it  will  circulate  the  more 
readily  and  eafily,  as  water  is  more,  apt  of 
motion  than  fyrup  or  treacle : — With  as 
much  fhew  of  reafoning,  you  may,  be  told, 
by  way  of  rendering  the  animal  a  more 
than  common  piece  of  fervice,  it  would  be 
better  to  take  all  his  blood  away,  it  being 
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but  a  trouble  to  him,  and  he  would  be 
much  better  without  it. 


They  will  give  nitre  (a  medicine  capable 
of  impoverilhing  the  blood,  and  thus  re- 
ducing the  flrength  of  the  conftitution, 
more  than  any  other  article  of  the  apo- 
thecary's fhop,  that  is  not  an  immediate 
poifon)  to  ftrengthen  the  horfe  ;  if  the 
horfe  is  weak,  from  too  much  health  and 
firength  of  conftitution,  (which  may  polTi- 
bly  happen,  too  much  health  becoming 
difeafe)  nitre  indeed,  is  then  the  thing  of 
all  others  to  make  him  ftrong. 

In  low  fevers,  or  the  epidemics  of  horfes, 
when  the  pulfe  is  quick,  but  neither  full 
nor  hard,  nor  yet  the  blood  fizy,  we  re- 
commend the  fame  medicines,  in  the  fame 
manner  continued,  till  the  diforder  is  re- 
moved; but  here  omit  the  nitre,  and  take 

no 
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no  blood,  except  a  fmall  quantity  f6r  the 
fake  of  knowing  its  ftate. — We  look  upon 
this  moderate  method  adapted  to  all  the 
fevers  of  horfes. 

Mr.  Taplin  with  Tome  inconfiftency,  re- 
duces the  fevers  of  horfes  to  two  kinds, 
fymptomatic  and  inflammatory  ;  he  at- 
tacks this  inflammatory  fever  with  taking 
away  blood,  an  emollient  glyfl:er,  and  one 
dofe  of  nitre;  then  quits  the  fubje61:  to  de- 
fcribe  the  qualities  of  nitre  ;  after  this,finiflies 
his  management  of  this  diforder,  with  tell- 
ing us,  "  fmall  dofes  of  nitfe',  once  of  twice 
a-day  at  the  beginriing  of  feVers,  may  have 
a  very  good  effe6l;  but  flibuld  the  pre- 
dominant fymptoms  not  fubmit  to  this 
treatment,  no  larger  dofes  of  nitre  fliould 
be  ventured  upon ;"  and  inftead  of,  as  we 
think  he  fhould  (and  from  his  own  words, 

the  fame  predominant  fymptom  conti- 
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"  nuing")  encreafing  the  dofes  of  nitre  in 
quantity,  and  frequency,  after  this  trifling 
pufillanimous  ftand  our  hero  has  made 
againft  this  formidable  attack  of  injlamma^ 
tion,  he  gives  up  the  conteft,  and  without 
any  reafon  from  a  change  in  the  diforder 
by  nature,  or  even  his  own  ideas ;  for  he 
fays,  the  fame  fymptoms  (of  inflammation) 
continuing,  he  gives  balls  of  mithridate, 
fnake-root,  and  fait  of  hartfliorn,  every  fix 
or  eight  hours ;  or  inftead  of  thefe  balls,  a 
drink  compofed  of  infufiqn  of .  camomile, 
Mindererus's  fpirit,  faffron  wine,  and  antir 
monial  wine,  to  \>e  continued  till  relief  is 
obtained,  or  circuniflances  urge  an  alterar 
tion  in  the  mode  of  treatment. — I  think  it 
would  have  been  nothing  more  than  civil 
and  proper  for  Mr.  Taplin.to  haye  told  us 
(and  for  my  part,  I  am  altogether  in  want 
of  information)  "  what  the  circumftance^ 
are,"  that  befpeak  an  alteration  in  tlie  plan, 
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during  the  ufe  oF  the  drinks  or  "balls ;  our 
author  fays,  fmall  quantities  of  liquid,  about 
two  quarts,   (three  parts  water  and  one 
gruel)  ftiould  be  given  every  three  or  four 
hours;  in  each  draught  of  which  may  be 
given,  half  an  ounce  of  nitre,  or  an  ounce 
of  cream  of  tartar.    Very  lately  Mr.  Tap- 
lin  reprobated  the  inconfiftency  of  blending 
nitre  with  medicines  intended  to  promote 
perfpiration  ;  here  he  gives  it  to  the  quan- 
tity of  four  ounces  in  24  hours,  with  mith- 
ridate,  contrayerva  powder,  fnake-root,  and 
fait  of  hartfhom ;  and  his  profelTed  infeA- 
tion  of  thefe  medicines  is  to  promote  perfpira- 
tion :  He  ftrenuoufly  recommends  this  mode 
of  treatment,  as  a  fyftem  eftablifhed  upon 
the  principles  of  reafon  and  reformation, 
the  refult  of  attentive  ftudy,  accurate  ob- 
fervation,  and  long  experience. 

Mr.  Taplin  having  enlarged  on  the  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  fuch  febrile  com- 
plaints 
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plaints  as  frequently  come  under  common 
obfervation,  adverts  to  the  confideration  of 
epidemics  :  As  epidemics,  he  fays,  appear 
differently  at  different  feafons,  varying  in 
fymptoms,  no  accurate  defcription  can  be 
eolle8:ed  from  books ;  in  confequenec  ojt 
the  great  fatality  attending  epidemic  difor:. 
ders,  he  concludes  they  are  more  entitled 
to  confideration.  as  peftilential  difeafe  than 
any  other  ;  "  and  nature  finking  under  the 
putrid  or  malignant  raiafma,  difplays  the 
opprefTion  fhe  labours  under  in  fymptoms 
fo  very  uncertain,  that  no  literary  defcrip- 
tion can  accurately  correfpond  with." 

"  It  will  therefore,"  he  fays,  "  be  highly 
neceffary  to  attend  particularly  to  fymptoms, 
and  proceed  accordingly  ;  at  any  rate,  blood 
is  to  be  taken,  (in  quantity  correfponding 
with  condition,)  that  its  quality  may  be  the 
better  afcertained ;  fliould  the  in'^eftines  be 
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obftrufted,  a  gently-ftimulating  emollient 
glyfter  is  direftly  neceflary  — To  this  we 
certainly  have  no  kind  of  objeftion,  the 
glyfter  we  mean. — "  The  appetite  is  to  be 
attended  to,  and  gratified  in  mafhes  of  malt 
and  bran,  bran  and  oats,  or  plain  bran, 
ftirring  into  it  four  ounces  of  honey :"  here 
alfo  we  join  Mr.  Taplin.  Common  drink, 
he  fays,  of  gruel  impregnated  with  nitre, 
or  cream  of  tartar^  as  before  dire6ted. 

Notwithftanding  the  obligations  we  ly 
under  to  Mr.  Taplin,  Mr.  Merrick,  with  his 
afTillants,  and  otiier  inftrucling  writers,  w6 
venture  to  pronounce,  that  the  prefent  ftate 
of  Farriery  is  not  competent  to  the  faying, 
horfes  are  fubjeft  to  putrid  fevers ;  but  if 
they  are,  we  muft  condemn  Mr.  Taplin's 
management  of  the  diforder,  as  contrary  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  putrid  dif- 
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eafes,  and  the  eftablifhed  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

We  believe  it  requires  no  fmall  fhare  of 
experience  and  difcernment,  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  appearance  of  one  diforder  and 
the  other,  when  the  fymptoms  are  not 
flrongly  marked  by  the  violence  of  the  dif* 
eafe ;  but  the  difeafe  acknowledged,  we  have 
we  believe  the  univerfal  alFent  of  all  authors 
on  the  fubjeft,  and  praftitioners,  to  the 
propriety  of  bleeding,  and  cooling,  attenua- 
ting, antiphlogiflic  remedies  (the  foremoft 
of  which  is  nitre,)  in  inflammatory  cafes, 
and  the  propriety  of  the  direft  contrary 
mode  of  proceeding  in  putrid  cafes. 

Mr.  Taplin  takes  blood  to  afcertain  its 
quality,  and  then,  without  making  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  blood  in  any  meafure  his 
guide,  (or,  however,  we  can  learn  no  fuch 
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thing  from  his  book)  gives  nitre  or  cream 
of  tartar  plentifully  in  drinks :  we  under^ 
ftand  a  very  great  difference  in  the  qualities 
and  effefts  of  nitre  and  cream  of  tartar ;  if 
Mr.  Taplin  afks  which  we  think  moft  imr 
proper  in  putrid  cafes,  we  anfwer,  nitr^ 
greatly  fo. 

Mr.  Taplin  giving  up  the  ufe  of  nitre  and 
bleeding  in  putrid  cafes,  (and  we  venture  to 
pronounce  he  will  do  fo),  we  have  no  ob- 
jeftion  to  his  cordial  balls  and  drinks.  "  Fu^ 
ture  proceedings  are  to  be  regulated  by 
fymptoms  and  circumftances ;  increafing  ap- 
pearances of  danger  muft  juflify  exertions 
of  alacrity  and  fortitude.  Enlarge,"  Mr. 
Xaplin  fays,  "  your  quantities,  apd  multiply 
y  ourdofes ;  aiding  your  judgment  by  frequent 
references  to  the  different  prefcriptions  un- 
der fimilar  fymptoms  :  you  are  to  propor- 
tion your  medicines  by  the  di6lates  of  rea- 
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fon,  and  the  degree  of  hazard  to  which  the 
patient  is  expofed."   We  majce  no  remarks, 
nor  find  any  fault  with  this  paragraph ;  for  it 
really  contains  nothing  to  find  fault  with  ;  it 
appears  to  us  a  paragraph  of  words  without 
meaning:  after  a  few Jlioulds,  or  may  happen, 
of  lefs  confequence,  Mr.  Taplin  comes  to 
this  Jhould  extraordinary  "  of  the  complaint, 
fo  relaxing  the  ftomach,  or  debilitating  the 
fyftem,  as  to  produce  an  irregularity  in  habit, 
b|aring  alternate  appearance  of  health  and 
ficknefs,  correfponding  in  fome  degree,  with 
the  intermittents   or  agues  of  our  own 
fpecies  :"  What  degree  of  fimilarity  this 
alternate  appearance  of  health  and  ficknefs, 
may  bear  to  the  ague  in  man,  Mr.  Taplin 
leaves  his  reader  to  guefs  for  himfelf ;  and 
then  if  he  does  riot  guefs  right,  it  is.  not  the 
author's  fault;  but  Mr.  Taplin  fpeaks  of  it 
as  a  rare  infl:ance — as  a  poffibility,  rather 
than  a  probability — as  an  inflance  he  has 
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never  feen !  And  we  further  take  occafion 
to  obferve,  it  is  what  he  never  will  fee, 
"  Horfes,  we  fay,  have  not  the  ague;"  at 
the  fame  time  we  take  notice,  this  is  not  an 
obfervation  made  by  farriers  ;  and  we  con-, 
ceive,  that  if  they  had  troubled  themfelves 
to  form  any  idea,  or  palTed  a  thought  on 
tlie  nature  of  fevers  among  horfes,  they 
muft  have  made  this  remark. 

Bracken's  figns  of  a  fever  are,  violent 
heati  and  fullnefs  of  the  veffels,  which  will 
appear  even  to  the  eye ;  a  beating  of  the 
heart  and  flanks,  much  quicker  than  ordi- 
nary ;  a  drynefs  in  the  mouth,  with  rough- 
nefs  of  the  tongue ;  continual  watchfulnefs 
and  reftlelfnefs. 

In  a  fymptomatic  or  limple  continued- 
fever,  he  fays,  depending  on  an  increafed  ^ 
circulation  without  any  vitiated  ftate  of 
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the  blood,  thofe  things  only  are  neceflary, 
which  tend  to  leflen  the  blood's  motion, 
and  bring  it  to  a  more  quiet  and  fedate 
ftate  ;  therefore  bleeding,  in  the  firft  place 
is  neceflary ;  after  which,  glyflers  com- 
pounded of  a  ftrong  decoftion  of  fenna, 
and  about  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  coarfe 
fugar  diffolved  in  each,  may  be  proper, 
once  a-day,  to  keep  the  horfe's  body  open. 
Many  drugs,  he  fays,  are  not  wanting  in 
thefe  fevers  ;  proper  bleeding,  with  the  ufe 
of  glyfters,  for  about  fix  days,  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  conquer  the  difeafe. 

What  he  means  by  proper  bleeding,  we 
fuppofe,  is  to  bleed  every,  or  every  other 
day,  as  the  diforde-r  fecms  to  abate,  and 
this  method,  no  doubt,  will  often  be  fuffi- 
cient;  but  we  take  the  advantage,  as  Bracken 
himfelf  would,  of  the  prefent  improved 
flate  of  medicine,  and  join  the  ulc  of  fever^ 
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medicines  with  his  method,  which  will 
fhorten  the  difeafe,  render  lefs  bleeding 
necelTary,  and  be  fuccefsful  where  bleeding 
and  glyfters  alone,  would  fail. 

^  Bracken  very  juftly  cautions  againfl  the 
uFe  of  purging-medicines  in  fevers,  as  likely 
to  encreafe  the  diforder  ;  and  they  may  be 
more  improper  in  horfes  than  men,  by  rea- 
fon  of  their  being  fo  much  longer  in  work- 
ing off. — The  horfe  is  not  to  drink  cold 
water,  and  the  glyfters,  as  he  fays,  are 
always  to  be  given  warm. 

Bracken  tells  us,  more  fldll  is  required^ 
to  make  a  good  farrier  than  a  phyhcian  ; 
what  kind  of  praftitioners  then,  muft  we 
fuppofe  the  generality  of  thofe  profefTmg 
farriery? — A  number  of  rowels  will  be 
clapped  (as  the  phrafe  is)  in  a  horfe,  under 
the  higheft  inflammatory  fever,  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  draining  down,  or  draining  off  the 
humours :  Every  one  muft  perceive  how 
greatly  the  -rowelled  parts  will  be  inflamed 
in  fuch  a  flate  of  the  animal,  and  how 
much  they  mufl  increafe  the  fever.  Bark 
at  the  fame  time  is  given  to Jiop  a  mortifica- 
tion (not  of  the  rowels,  which  is  not  un- 
likely to  happen)  ;  and,  if  the  creature 
lives  long  enough,  when  the  rowels  dif- 
charge,  and  are  exceedingly  offenlive  and 
{linking,  they  are  faid  to'  work  finely,  and 
draw  off  the  corrupted  humours. 

Monf.  Solleyfelf  tells  us,  that  vigorous 
young  horfes,  of  a  llender  make,  are  often 
attacked  by  putrid  fevers,  in  which  cafe  they 
flupidly  hang  their  heads,  and  can  fcarce 
keep  their  eyes  open,  they  reel  as  they  go, 
the  tongue  and  roof  of  the  mouth  is  blackifh, 
rough  and  dry  ;  a  great  heat  is  fpread  over 
all  the  body,  their,  eyes  are  red,  their  breath 
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hot  and  fharp,  and  their  flanks  beat  violent- 
ly :  The  reader  mofl:  likely,  will  wonder  why 
vigorous  young  horfes  are  more  liable  to 
be  attacked  by  this  fever,  than  fluggifli  dull 
horfes  of  another  make ;  we  can  only  fay 
it  is  a  French  account  of  the  diforder  ;  and 
if  the  matter  is  fo  in  France,  it  is  not  fo  in 
England. 

Monf.  Solleyfell  bleeds  in  this  fever  im- 
mediately, fometimes,  he  fays,  in  the  neck, 
temple,  or  eye  veins ;  and  fometimes  in  the 
brifket,  flanks,  or  veins  of  the  thighs :  The 
mentioning  thefe  different  places  for  taking 
blood  from,  is  (pardonnez-mois,  Monf.  Sol- 
leyfell,) nonfenfe  ;  the  vein  of  the  neck, 
being  moft  convenient,  is  always  to  be  pre- 
ferred ;  as  bleeding  in  the  neck -will  have 
the  fame  elfeft  as  taking  the  fame  quantity 
of  blood  from  any  other  part.  He  advifes 
the  frequent  ufe  of  opening  glyflers,  and 
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fome  cordial  medicines ;  but  if  the  fevet 
continues  three  days  without  intermiflion, 
you  may  fuperfede  all  medicine,  he  fays, 
and  throw  the  horfe  upon  the  dunghill ;  for 
the  liver  is  now  quite  confumed  by  heat,  as 
appears,  he  fays,  by  ihe  diffedion  of  horfes 
that  die  of  fevers  ;  We  imagine  this  gentle- 
man to  be  altogether  deceived  in  this  mat- 
ter ;  we  would  rather  believe,  where  he 
found-  (by  diffeftion)  no  liver,  the  horfe 
never  had  any,  than  that  it  was  c'onfumed 
by  three  days'  illnefs  ;  if  he  found  the  liver 
much  difeafed,  there  certainly  was  the  pri- 
mary difeafe,  and  the  fever  in  confequence 
of  the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  Hver ;  and  nost 
the  difeafed  ftate  of  the  liver,  in  confequence 
of  the  putrid  fever,  as  he  calls  it. 

Under  this  article  we  Ihall  take  occafipn 
to  confider,  a  diforder  not  fufficiently  at- 
tended to  by  farriers,  nor  yet  by  writers  on 
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die  fubje6l ;  and  why  it  is  negletled  by  au- 
thors, we  do  not  fee,  as  it  certainly  frequent- 
ly happens ;  we  mean  the  inflammation  of 
the  brain :  this  diforder  wg  take  .to  be  much, 
confounded  with  the  ilaggers.    Farriers,  in-, 
deed,  remark  two  kinds  of  ftaggers — the 
Jleeping  and  the  viad  ftaggers  ;  which  laft  is 
an  inflammation  of  the  brain;  the  horfe 
here  is  violently  outrageous,  up  and  down^ 
rolling  and  tumbling  about,  w:ith  danger  to 
himfelf  and  all  about  him.    The  firfl:  thino- 
to  be  done  here,  (and  the  want  and  negle6l 
of  whjich  I  wonder  at),  fliould  be  to  Jling  the 
horfe)  fomewhat  in  the  manner  they  are 
flung  on  board  fliip  for  exportation  ;  by  this 
means  he  will  be  eafily  managed,  without 
danger  of  hurting  himfelf,  or  the  attendants, 
and  remedies  of  all  kinds  can  now  be  eaflly 
adminiflered,  which  before  was  almofl:  im- 
polfible.    Abfolute  neceflity  has  enforced 
the  cuflom  and  ufe  of  flinging  horfes  on 
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board  in  rough  weather ;  and  we  think  fuch 
a  contrivance  not  n^uch  lefs  wanted  and 
convenient  in  this  diforder :  to  give,  there* 
fore,  an  idea  of  the  proper  apparatus  for 
this  purpofe,  we  have  provided  the  beft 
drawing  we  could,  of  a  horfe  in  a  fling  for 
our  frontifpiece. 

The  flinging  of  horfes,  we  judge,  will  be 
found  convenient  and  ufeful  on  many  other 
occafions,  in  doing  fome  operations  in  lame- 
nefs,  and  cafes  of  horfe '  furgery,  where  a 
perfeft  ftate  of  refl;  of  the  limb  is  neceflary ; 
a  broken  leg  by  this,  means  may  be  as  rea- 
dily reduced  and  cured  in  a  horfe  as  in  a 
man.  It  may  not  be  wOrth  a  gentleman's 
while  to  be  provided  with  the  machine  for 
Jlingiv.g  a  horfe ;  but  every  one  employed 
in  the  bufinefs  of  farriery  fliould  have  the 
neceffary  apparatus  in  readinefs, 
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Mr.  Taplin  and  Mr.  Merrick,  the  lateift 
writers,  having  neglefted  to  take  notice  of 
this  terrible  and  dangerous  diforder,  (which 
circumft^nce  is  a  flat  contradiftion  to  the 
profelhons  of  the  title-page  to  Mr.  Merrick's 
immenfe  volume),  we  will  endeavour  to 
oblige  our  readers  with  a  proper  method  of 
proceeding  :  Firft,  let  blood  be  talcen ;  if  it 
be  a  fized  horfe',  and  in  condition,  to  the 
quantity  of  at  leaft  two  quarts ;  let  the  gly- 
fler  before  mentioned  from  Mr.  Taplin,  be 
given  occafionally,  if  the  horfe  does  not 
dung  freely ;  or  let  the  remedies  for  the  fe- 
ver be  given,  together  with  very  gentle  pur- 
gatives, fo  as  juft  to  keep  the  inteftines  free; 
and  from  four  ounces  to  half  a  pint,  as  it 
is  given  more  or  lefs  frequent,  of  the  com- 
mon infufion  of  fenna,  we  judge  will  be  fuf- 
ficient;  let  from  fix  to  ten  drams  of  purified 
nitre  be  given  in  three  pints  or  two  quarts 
of  thin  gruel  warm,  with  or  without  the 
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fenna ;  and  if  it  can  be  afforded,  add  to  this 
dofe,  fix  or  eiglit  ounces  of  the  neutfal,  or 
fait  of  wormwood  mixture,  and  we  would 
alfo  add  a  little  coarfe  fugar  or  honey :  this  . 
dofe  we  repeat  every  four  or  fix  hours ;  and 
if  the  diforder  does  not  feem  to  abate  in  a 
day,'  (or  it  msiy  be  fooner),  we  takeaway 
more  blood,  and  carefully  attend  to  its  ap- 
pearance; if  very  fizy,  the  pulfe  quick, 
full  and  ftrong,  we  fteadily  perfift  in  the  ufe 
of  the  fever  remedies ;  and  we  would  add 
the  antimonial  powder,  or  emetic  tartar,  as 
before-mentioned  in  fevers.  The  inflamma- 
tion continuing  violent  for  the  fpace  of  an- 
other day,  more  or  lefs,  will  warrant  the 
takinsr  awav  more  blood :  and  we  w^ould 
now  bliller  the  neck  on  each' fide,  a  little 
behind  the  ears ;  the  other  medicines  flill  to 
be  xrontinued.  If  the  horfe  will  drink,  he 
fhould  be  indulsrcd  witli'tlihi  cjruel,  or  lue- 
warm  water :  if  lie  will  not  drink,  it  muii 
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be  given  him.  If  it  is  at  hand,  we  would 
prefer  two  or  three  quarts  of  whey  now  and 
then ;  till  the  diforder  abates,  the  gruel  or 
whey  will  be  nourifhment,  the  horfe  will 
not  be  likely  to  take  any  other ;  as  foon  as 
he  will,  let  him  have  mild  mafhes  in  fmall 
quantities ;  when  the  diforder  abates,  (but 
not  till  then)  the  propriety  of  leffening  the 
quantities,  and  frequency  of  giving  the  re- 
medies,  are  obvious.  It  would  be  right  to 
cut  the  hair  away,  and  the  hcnfe  being 
(lung,  we  fuppofe  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  doing  it,  previous  to  applying  the  blifters ; 
the  bliflered  parts  may  be  dreifed  with  cab- 
bage-leaves, or  the  common  drefhngs  for 
blifters :  The  horfe  will  be  kept  warmer  or 
cooler,  according  to  the  weather  and  feafor; 
of  the  year. — With  little  variations,  the- 
fame  methods  will  be  adapted  to  other  to- 
pical or  local  inflammations,  as,  of  the 
lungs,  the  liver,  the  inteflines  or  guts. 
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Mr.  Merrick  gives?  us  tlie  preparation  of 
a  fever-powder,  which  is  Dr.  James's,  or  an 
imitation  of  it :  We  certainly  have  no  ob- 
je6lion  to  the  medicine  ;  but  yet  we  think  it 
idle  enough  to  infert  in  a  book  of  this  kind, 
the  preparation  of  a  medicine  by  an  elabo- 
rate chymical  |irocefs,  which  is  everywhere, 
or  a  fubftitute,  in  readinefs  to  be  had;  a 
gentleman,  or  others  that  want  to  ufe  this 
medicine,  moft  likely  know  nothing  of 
crucibles,  or  implements  neceffary  in  chy- 
mical operations — or,  if  he  does,  he  is  in  a 
remote  part  of  the  country,  where  fucli 
things  are  not  to  be  had  ;  and  however,' 
,time  ought  not  to  be  wafted  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  remedy  that  is  everywhere  to  be 
had  ready. 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs  will  be  known 
by  the  fever,  and  other  fymptoms  of  in- 
flammation,,  as  a  full,  ftrong,  quick  pulfe 
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being  attended  with  a  difficult  laborious 
breathing,  and  generally  a  cough  ;  and  here, 
with  the  remedies  for  the  fever,  fuch  gentle 
peroral  medicines  muft  be  given,  as  will 
cafe  the  cough  and  difficulty  of  breathing ; 
and  if  a  cough  continueis  after  the  fever  and' 
inflammation  are  removed,  that  muft  ftill 
be  attended  to.  Soft  raafhes  with  a  little 
honey,  or  a  quart  or  two  of  oatmeal  gruel, 
with  two  fpoonfuls  of  honey,  two  or  three 
times  a^day,  warmed  a  little,  or  cold  if  the 
horfe  will  take  it  better,  will  be  highly  pro-! 
per,  and  moft  likely  all  that  will  be  want- 
ing, if  no  fever  nor  inflammation  remains  i 
that  circumfl;ance  muft  be  carefully  watched; 
whilfl:  the  fever  continues,  the  drinks  muft 
be  given  warm. 

Mr.  Gibfon  very  jufl^ly  remarks,  thefe 
complaints  are  very  apt  to  leave  a  taint  on 
the  lungs ;  and  we  have  the  pleafure  of 

finding. 


(  88  ) 

finding,  we  have  been  exaftly  in  his  manner 
of  attending  to  it  ;-^but.  with  the  honey, 
now^and  then,  he  joins  as  much  fulphur, 
■which  we  certainly  have  no  objeftion  to,j 
gentle  and  careful  airings,  he  alfo  enjoins, 
The  ftate  of  the  inteftines  is  certainly  herf, 
as  in  other  fevers  and  inflammations,  to  be 
attended  to  ;  and  coftivenefs  prevented, 
either  by  gentle  laxatives,  given  occafionally 
with  the  fever  medicines,  or  by  emollient 
glyfters  :  Strong  purging  glyfters,  Mx-  Gib- 
fon  fays,  will  be  apt  to  fret  and  inflame  the 
bowels ;  and  inftead  of  giving  relief,  aggra- 
vate the  fymptoms. 

Mr.  Gibfon  thinks  two  or  three  gentle 
purges  necelTary  after  thefe  dii'ordcrs,  to 
carrv  off  the  drecjs  mid  remains :  now,  in 
our  opiaion,  the  fever  and  inflammation 
being  fubdued,  nothing  remains  of  the  dif- 
order,  but  a  conlcquent  weaknefs ;  and  no-. 
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thing  wanting  to  a  perfeft  recovery,  but  time 
and  care  ;  and,  though  we  do  not  obje6l  to 
gentle  purging  after  fuch  inflammatory  dif- 
orders,  as  wrong  or  hurtful,  yet  we  do  not; 
admit  of  a  neceffity  for  it. 

Inflammation  of  the  Liver.-^'Dt.  Bracken 
remarks  it  as  an  omiffion  in  writers  on  far- 
riery taking  no  notice  of  the  yellows,  or 
jaundicre,  which  is  a  diftemper  he  fays,  both 
man  and  beafl  are  exceedingly  fubje6l  to ; 
and  he  charges  Sir  William  Hope  particu- 
larly with  this  omiffion  :  but  he  has  only 
tranflated  Solleyfell ;  fo  that  Solleyfell  is  the 
perfon  to  be  found  fault  with,  and  not  Sir 
William  Hope.  We  have  to  remark  of 
Bracken,  that  he  has  neglefted  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  inflammation  of  the  liver ;  and 
horfes,  we  have  faid,  are  liable  to  all  kinds 
of  inflammations :  the  vigour  of  their  health 
and  conflituiions,  the  violence  of  their  ex- 
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ercife,  and  the  frequent  and  fudden  tranfi* 
tions  from  heat  to  cold,  they  undergo,  ren- 
der them  particularly  liable  to  inflamma- 
tory diforders ;  and  yet  fuch  diforders  have 
hitherto  been  but  little  regarded  in  books 
of  Farriery.— Mr.  Gibfon  obferves  inflam^ 
matory  diforders  to  be  not  unfrequent 
amongft  horfes,  yet  almoft  wholly  over- 
looked, or  not  underftood,  by  writers  on 
the  fubjeft,  or  the  generality  of  pra6li- 
tioners ;  for  horfes  dying  of  thefe  com- 
plaints, have  been  faid  to  die  rotten  : — And 
this  we  look  upon  as  the  reafon,  inflamma- 
tory diforders  (as  Bartlet  obferves)  have 
fcarce  been  mentioned  by  writers  on  far- 
riery, before  Mr.  Gibfon. 

■  The  inflammation  of  the  liver  is  known 
to  be  a  frequent  caufe  of  the  jaundice :  in 
enumerating  the  fymptoms  of  this  diforder. 
Bracken  is  wanting  in  one,  and  as  certain 
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a  mark  of  the  difeafe  as  any — namely,  the 
appearance  of  the  excrements,  or  dung  ; 
Mr.  Taplin  well  makes  out  the  deficiency 
of  Bracken,  The  laft-mentioned  gentle- 
man, who,  notwithRanding  mufl  remain  au 
efteemed  and  valuable  author,  fays,  "  the 
figns  of  the  yellows  are,  a  dullnefs  and 
fluggifhnefs  of  the  whole  body  (this  is  re- 
markable both  in  man  and  beafl),  the  horfe 
breathes  with  difficulty,  his  heart,  (he  fays) 
beats  flow'^er  than  when  in  health ;  he  lofes 
his  appetite,  and  becomes  poor,  lean,  and 
liker  a  dog-horfe  than  one  fit  for  bufmefs  ; 
the  infides  of  the  eye-lids,  and  eyes  them- 
felves,  appear  yellow  ;  alfo  falfron-coloured 
,urine :" — to  thefe  we  add,  that  the  dung, 
though,  as  Mr.  Taplin  fays,  it  varies  much 
in  different  fubje6Ls,  is  in  all  many  degrees 
paler,  more  indigefled  and  harder  than  the 
excrements  of  horfcs  in  health  ;  and  this 
mark  of  the  difeafe  in  the  excrements,  is 
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particularly  ufeful  in  difcovcring  the  difor- 
der  in  blacks  ;  we  do  not  mean  black  horfes 
— but  black  men,  where  it  is  not  readily 
perceived  by  the  complexion. 

But  to  return  to  the  inflammation  of  the 
liver  :  with  the  figtis  of  general  fever  and 
inflammation,  fome  of  the  fymptoms  above 
alluded  to,  will  appear  to  point  out  the 
local  afFe6lion  or  feat  of  the  complaint ;  the 
fever  is  to  be  fubdued,  or  however,  to  be 
endeavoured  at,  by  bleeding  and  the  fever- 
medicines,  recommended  in  fevers  ;  but, 
here  more  efpecially,  we  advife  the  neutral 
or  fait  of  wormwood  mixture,  with  the 
other  fever  remedies.  If,  after  the  fever  is 
removed,  the  horfe  remains  unwell,  we  are 
to  fufpeft  a  difeafed  flate  of  the  liver,  and 
to  give  remedies  for  hepatic  or  liver  ob^ 
ftruftions,  as  rhubarb  and  foluble  tartar,  a 
dofp  every  d^y,  i'ron}  one  dram  to  two  of 
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rhubarb,  and  from  half  an  ounce  to  an 
ounce  of  fohible  tartar :  The  horfe  will  be 
apt  to  take  it  in  a  mafh  of  bran  or  malt, 
and  it  will  not  lofe  much  of  its  effeft  by 
being  given  that  way ;  otherwife,  if  it  is  to 
be  had,  we  would  give  the  dofe  in  a  quart 
of  whey,  arid  which  we  look  upon  as  a  very 
proper  drink  for  the  horfe,  three  or  four 
quarts  of  it  a-day.  It  will  not  be  under- 
ftood,  that  we  mean  the  horfe  to  have  nO' 
thing  elfe  to  drink ;  the  ufe  of  this  remedy, 
or  indeed  any  other,  will  be  neceflary  for  a 
time,  and  the  fhifting,  day  after  day,  from 
remedy  to  remedy,  muft  befpeak  a  want  of 
judgment  in  the  prefcriber;  however,  if  the 
diforder  does  not  give  way  in  a  week  or 
nine  days,  or  thereabouts,  we  would  add 
to  this  dofe,  about  fix  drams  of  v^^thiop's 
mineral  :  this  muft  be  given,  either  in  a 
mafh  or  a  ball.  yEthiop's  mineral.  Dr. 
J^racken  fays,  will  anfwer  when  moft  anti- 
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i6leric  medicines  fail,  unlefs  the  obflruc- 
tions  be  very  obflinate,  and  the  liver  grown 
hard  or  horny,  in  which  cafe  nothing  will 
be  able  to  remove  the  difeafe. 

O/ie  curious  circumftance  I  will  take  oc* 
cafion  to  mention  here;  and  a  very  fmall 
acquaintance  in  the  bufinefs  of  farriery,  will 
witnefs  the  truth  of  it,  viz. — what  an  amaz- 
ing number  of  horfes  die  rotten  :  more  than 
fifty  for  one  of  the  human  fpecies,  I  be- 
lieve, are  i^aid,  I  mean,  to  die  rotten, — rotten 
SLsapear.  Many  horfes  die  of  the  complaint 
I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  and  other  inflam-  - 
mations  and  fevers,  when  the  real  difeafe  is 
not  fufpefted  by  the  do6lor  ;  and  thefe  are 
all  fure  to  die  rotten  :  Sometimes  the  car- 
cafe  is  opened  by  the  defire  of  the  owner, 
and  then  the  praclitioner  is  fure  to  appear 
great  in  his  own  bufincfs,  and  to  have 
judged  of  the  matter  in  a  maflerly  manner  ;  * 
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the  liver  being  a  very  tender  bowel,  which 
readily  gives  way  and  breaks  to  pieces, 
with  a  very  fmall  force,  between  the  finger 
and  thumb. — This  experiment  (I  will  not 
fay  trick,  becaiife  the  doftor  really  believes? 
in  the  truth  of  his  ftoryj  is  (hewn  to  exem- 
plify this  pear-like  rottennefs.  One  would 
imagine,  I  think,  that  it  muft  occur  to 
every  one  inclined  to  give  himfelf  the  lead 
trouble  in  refle6ling,  that  the  horfe  was 
quite  well  within  a  few  days,  or  a  week,  of 
his  death  ;  and  that  it  muft  be  impoffible 
for  the  rottennefs  to  becjin  and  have  arifen 
to  fuch  a  pitch,  in  fo  fmall  a  fpace  of  time  : 
but,  no — the  rotten  ftory,  and  a  very  rot- 
ten one  it  is,  prevails  ;  the  carcafe  is  fkinned, 
and  the  remainder  either  thrown  to  the 
dogs,  or  to  become  ftill  more  rotten. 

Very  lately,  an  eminent  falTier  had  the 
tare  of  a  gentleman's  fick  horfe;  and  the 
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gentleman  being  diffatisfied  with  him,  took 
the  management  of  him  upon  himfelf :  the 
Do6lor  told  a  medical  gentleman,  he  had 
found  out  the  horfe's  diforder ;  but  as  the 
gentleman  had  tuxped  him  offj  he  would 
not  make  him  acquainted  with  it.  "  The 
horfe,"  fays  he,  "  had  the  yellows ;  and  I 
could  readily  have  cured  him  ;  I  perceived 
it  plainly  in  his  head :  the  feat  of  the  yel- 
lows," he  obfervedj  "  was  in  the  head." — > 
"  No,"  replies  the  medical  gentleman,  "  I 
think  you  are  wrong  in  that  idea ;  the  feat 
of  the  yellows  is  certainly  in  the  tail and, 
after  a  warm  difpute,  each  party  tenacioufly 
.  and  ably  defending  his  opinion,  the  contro- 
verfy  ended  with  a  confiderable  wager ;  one 
betting  on  the  head,  the  other  betting  on 
the  tail,  being  the  feat  of  the  yellows,  or 
jaundice.  The  horfe,  however,  foon  died, 
no  doubt,  of  an  inflammation  of  the  liver, 
and  fymptomatic  fever. 

During 
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During  the  continuance  of  the  fever  and 
inflammation,  jflrong  purging  medicines  will 
certainly  be  iniproper ;  but  coftivenefs  muft 
be  prevented  by  means  of  emollient  gly- 
fters,  (if  the  proper  diet  of  the  horfe,  as 
foft  maflies,  does  not  anfwer  that  purpofej 
or  by  gentle  laxatives  given  by  the  mouth, 
as  infufion  of  fenna  and  fweet  oil,  or  caflor 
oil,  with  a  little  treacle  or  coarfe  fugar. 

Inflammation  of  the  Guts.  This  violent 

and  dangerous  diforder  may  be  diftinguifhed 
from  a  flatulent  or  windy  cholic,  by  a  high 
fymptomatic  fever,  and  the  exceflive  unea- 
fmefs  and  pain  the  horfe  feems  to  be  in ; 
and  with  a  proper  attention  to  the  fever 
and  topical  inflammation,  due  regard  muft 
te  had  to  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  by  pre- 
venting or  remedying  a  coftive  ftate;  for 
the  danger  in  this  diforder,  lyes  greatly  in 
an  obflinate  conflipation  of  the  intefl^ines. 

O  The 
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The  cure  properly  begins  with  the  taking 
away  of  blood — and  that  freely  ;  as  to  the 
quantity  of  four,  five,  or  fix  pints ;  next 
an  emollient  opening  glyfter  fhould  be 
thrown  up,  always  warm  ;  and  with  the 
fever  medicines,  which  will  be  given  three 
or  four  times  in  twenty-four  hours  :  accord- 
ing to  the  more  or  lefs  cofl:ive  fi:ate  of  the 
bowels,  larger  or  fmaller  dofes  of  mild  pur- 
gatives are  to  be  joined  : — Strong  irritating 
purges  are  always  deemed  dangerous  or 
improper  in  thefe  cafes,  in  man  ;  greatly 
more  fo  in  horfes. 

After  giving  three  or  four  dofes  of  the 
firft  of  all  coling  attenuating  remedies, 
(namely  nitre)  of  an  Ounce  each,  which  will 
be  given  in  at  lead  a  quart  or  two  of  gruel,  or 
fome  foft  liquid,  a  little  warm,  and  with  it  as 
leems  wanted,  to  keep  the  belly  open,  from 
a  quarter  or  to  half  a' pint  of  rnfufiou  of  f( 
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na,  (I  mean,  of  the  ftrength  of  the  London 
Difpenfatory)  or  three  ounces  of  fenna  to 
a  quart  of  boiling-water,  with  a  fmall  quan- 
tity, or  two  tea-fpoonfuls,  of  ginger. 

If,  we  fay,  after  repeating  thefe  remedies 
three  or  four  times,  the  inflammation  and 
fever  do  not  feem  to  abate,  but  the  pulfe  is 
ftill  full,  quick  and  ftrong,  more  blood 
muft  be  taken ;  and  neverthelefs,  though 
the  blood  already  taken  does  not  appear 
fizy,  as  that  may  be  from  the  difeafe  not  hav- 
ing been  of  fufhcient  length  of  continuance 
to  produce  that  fymptom  ;  we  go  on  with 
the  fame  medicines,  and  ufe  the  glyfter 
occafionally,  on  account,  of  coflivenefs  or 
great  pain  and  uneafinefs,  and  we  fteadily 
perfift  to  ufe  thefe  means,  till  the  difordcr 
gives  way  ; — then  ilackeh  and  diminifh  the 
dofes  accordingly  ;  but  if  the  inflammatory 
lymptoms  ftill  ftand  out  to  the  third  or 
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fourth  day,  we  are  warranted  in  repeating 
the  bleeding ;  and,  to  the  nitrous  dofes  we 
would  add  a  moderate  dofe  of  the  antimo- 
nial  fever-powder  or  of  emetic  tartar  :  We 
mufl  not  omit  ftriclly  to  cdution  againft 
any  negleft  in  fupplying  the  horfe  with 
lukewarm  white  water,  or  thin  gruel,  to 
drink.  We  hope  thefe  means  will  generally 
be  luccefsful  ;  and  Vv'e  alfo  hope,  thefe, "fub- 
jefts  are  here  fpoken  of,  in  a  manner  that 
will  enable  gentlemen  to  proceed  with  pro- 
priety. 

We  have  obferved,  farriers  remark  two 
kinds  offtaggers ;  the  mad  ftaggers  fo  called, 
or  inflammation  oi  the  brain,  and  the  fleep- 
ing  daggers :  the  inflammatory  kind  is  aj- 
ready  coniidered. 

As  to  the  Jlecping  ftaggers,  or  the  difeafe 
fo  called,  tbe  prefent  wretched  ftate  of  far- 
riery, 
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riery;  I  believe,  can  fay  little  more  of  it, 
than — the  horfe  forfakes  his  food,  is  mopilh 
and  ftupid,  and  reels  and  totters  as  he 
moves,  for  a  few  days ;  and,  perhaps  dies. 
By  the  manner  of  this  diftemper  going 
through  a  ftable,  and  its  frequent  fatality, 
one  would,  I  think,  be  induced  to  fuppofe 
it  an  infeftious  diforder ;  and  I  believe,  this 
diforder  is  more  frequent  among  horfes 
that  work  hard,  and  are  but  indifferently 
fed,  than  in  the  ftables  of  gentlemen :  at 
times  it  has  raged  with  a  mortality  almoft 
equal  to  the  murrain  in  horned  cattle.  Mr. 
Marfhall  tells  us,  in  his  Rural  Economy  of 
GlouceJierJJiire,  a  few  years  "ago  many  far^- 
mers  loft  all  their  beft  horfes :  a  lofs  to  the 
amount  of  feveral  thoufand  pounds,  was 
fuftained  in  Staffordfliire  alone ! 

Mr.  Marfhall  cbferves,  he-goats  are  kept  in 
^he  livery-ftables  in  London,  for  the  pur- 
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pofe  of  preferving  the  health  of  the  horfes ; 
particularly  as  a  prevention  of  the  Jlaggers. 
— This  gentleman  acknowledges,  he  has 
always  confidered  it  as  one  of  thofe  popular 
charms,  of  which  wonderful  effefts  are  re- 
lated in  every  country ;  nor  has  he  yet  any 
proof  to  the  contrary,  but  ftrong  prefump- 
tive  evidence  ;  which  he  gives,  he  fays,  on 
fuch  authority,  as  no  one  who  knows  the 
author,  will  difpute : — "About  fixteen  years 
ago,  a  Mr.  Wm.  Peacey,  loft  feveral  horfes 
in  the  ftaggers ;  he  was  advifed  to  keep  a 
he-goat  in  the  ftables  ;  he  got  one — and  had 
not  for  many  years,  another  inftance  of  the 
diforder  ;  but  the  goat  dying,  his  horfes 
again  became  afflifted  with  this  alarming 
diforder; — he  procured  another  goat,  and 
has  not  fince  had  an  inftance  of  the  ftag- 
gers." Mr.  Marftiall  thinks  it  probable, 
that  the  influence  of  the  goat,  is  not  merely 
that  of  a  charm  :  the  ftagger>,  he  fays,  evi- 
dently 
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dently  appear  to  be  a  nervous  diforder; 
odours,  he  obferves,  are  found  to  a£l  bene- 
ficially on  the  human  nerves ;  and  poflibly, 
he  fuppofes,  the  ftrong  fcent  of  the  goat 
may  have  a  fmiilar  efFe6l  on  thofe  of  the 
horfe. — He  concludes  with  recommending 
the  fubje6l  for  further  enquiry. 

Upon  enquiry  we  are  told  the  influence 
and  efficacy  of  the  he-goat,  as  a  preventa- 
tive of  the  llaggers,  is  an '  idle  ilory,  much 
like  the  notion  of  rats  avoiding  thofe  places 
where  Guinea-pigs  were  kept ;  and  certain- 
ly Guinea-pigs  have  been  in  great  repute 
for  this  valuable  purpofe  ;  but  upon  further 
proof  of  the  matter  it  is  found  that  rats  and 
Guinea-pigs  feed  together  as  fociable  as 
may  be. 

We  are  pieafed  here  with  this  gentleman's 
analagous  reafoning,  from  man  to  animal ; 
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but  he  does  not  Teem  to  be  aware  that  horfes 
have  two  kinds  of  ftaggers,  perfectly  diftinct 
*and  different  in  their  nature;  it  is  what 
farriers  term  the  fleeping  ftaggers,  he  al- 
ludes to,  which  is  evidently  an  infe6lious 
diforder,  attended,  we  have  no  doubt, 
(though  the  prefent  wretched  ftate  of  far- 
riery affords  us  here  no  information)  with  a 
malignant  peflilential  kind  of  fever ;  in  all 
which  kind  of  diforders  the  nervous  fyflem 
is  materially  affefted;  this  is  no  further  a 
nervous  diforder.  Odours,  Mr.  Marfhall 
obferves,  aft  beneficially  on  the  nerves  ;  but 
it  is  more  to  the  purpofe  to  fay,  that  odours 
are  antidotes  to  infeftion :  We  are  told, 
that  in  the  time  of  the  plague,  tobaccomjis, 
and,  I  think,  tallow-chandlers,  efcaped  the 
infeftion. 

Mr.  Marfhall  fays  nothing  more  of  the 
nature  of  the  diforder  than  its  being  nervous  ; 
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One  could  wifli  he  liad,  however,  reman-ked 
the  remedies  tried,  and  the  time  the  horfes 
lived  in  common  under  the  diforder,  as  one 
gocjd  ftep  towards  a  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of 'the  difeafe ;  and  by  adopting  Mr.  Mar- 
fliall's  method  of  analagous  reafoning,  it 
will  be  found  that  malignant  infe6lious  dif- 
orders  are  more  rapid  in  their  progrefs, 
materially  affe6l  the  head,  and  are  more 
'early  fatal  than  inflammatory  fevers ;  this 
will  be  found  the  cafe  in  the  ftaggers  here 
alluded  to  :  the  great  affeftion  of  the  head 
has  given  it  the  name  of  ftaggers.  We  have 
faid,  that  the  diforder  is  more  frequent 
amongft  horfes  that  work  hard  and  live  in- 
differendy,  than  in  the  ftables  of  gentlemen, 
and  that  it  rages  at  times  with  a  fatality 
nearly  equal  to  the  murrain  in  horned  cattle ; 
and  this  we  think  we  have  fufficiently  cor- 
roborated by  Mr.  Marfliall. 

P  In 
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In  conlidering  this  fubjeft,  we  were  Jed 
to  think  this  diforder  of  horfes  fomewhat 
of  a  kin  to  the  murrain  of  cattle ;  and  wifli- 
ing  to  profecute  fome  enquiry  into  it,  we 
Were  furprized  to  find  no  Englifh  account 
of  it  in  Chambers  Diftionary ;  but  we  are 
informed.  Dr.  Layard  wrote  upon  it : — the 
publication  has  been  long  out  of  print ;  but 
we  doubt  not  to  find  it  fufficiently  intereft- 
ing,  when  we  can  meet  with  it. 

In  Chambers's  Diftionary,  we  have  this 
account  of  the  murrain :  "  A  mortality,  or 
contagious  difeafe  among  cattle."  Mur- 
rains are  occafiOned  various  wavs  ;  but 
principally  by  a  hot,  dry  feafon  ;  or  rather 
by  a  general  putrefaftion  of  the  air,  which 
begets  an  inflammation  in  the  blood,  and  a 
fwelling  in  the  throat,  with  other  fymptoms : 
the  difeafe  foon  proves  mortal,  and  is  com- 
municated from  one  to  another. 

The 
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The  fymptoms  are  generally  a  hanging- 
down,  or  fwelling,  of  the  head,  rattling  in 
the  throat,  fhort  breath,  palpitation  of  the 
heart,  ftaggering,  abundance  of  gum  in  the 
eyes.  Sec,  breath  hot,  and  tongue  fhining. 

The  moil  remarkable  murrain  is  that 
mentioned  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfa6lions, 
which  fpread  itfelf  through  Switzerland  and 
Germany,  into  Poland,  Sec.  The  conta- 
gion feemed  to  propagate  itfelf  in  form  of  a 
blue  mift,  which  fell  on  the  grafs  where  the 
cattle  grazed,  infomuch  that  whole  herds 
returned  home  fick  ;  and  being  very  dull, 
and  forbearing  their  food,  moft  of  them 
died  away  in  twenty-four  hours'  time ;  on 
dilTeftion,  there  were  found  large  corrupted 
fpleens,  fphacelous  and  corroded  tongues, 
&Ci — Thofe  people  who  managed  them, 
without  a  due  regard  to  their  health,  were 
infefted  by  them,  and  died  like  the  beafts. 

F  Z  Some 
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Some  imagine  it  had  its  rife  from  noxious 
vapours,  thrown  out  of  the  earth  in  three 
dillinft  earthquakes,  perceived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood where  it  began  ;  though  Dr.  Slare 
rather  thinks  it  owing  to  fwarms  of  volatile 
infefts.  The  antidote  for  the  found,  and 
the  medicine  for  the  fick,  were  the  fame, 
viz.  equal  parts'  of  foot,  gunpowder,  brim- 
ftone,  and  fait,  with  as  much  water  as  would 
W£lfh  it  down  ;  a  fpoonful  was  a  dofe. 

The  fame  difeafe,  we  are  told,  that  fome 
years  ago  carried  off  fuch  vaft  numbers  of 
cattle  here,  and  elfewhere,  has  at  other 
times  raged  in  Italy. — "  In  the  year  1710, 
and  fucceeding  one,  there  w-as  a  great  mor- 
tality among  the  horned-cattle  there,  and 
the  occafion  of  it  was  evidently  the  unna- 
tural feafon  preceding ;  the  grafs  was  in- 
jured by  this,  and  the  ground  rendered  con- 
tinually damp  and  unwholefome;  and  to 
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this  was  owing,  the  malignant  and  conta- 
gious difeafe  that  raged  among  the  cattle 
afterwards.  It  was  fuppofed,  that  the  con- 
tagion was  brought  in  among  the  cattle,  by 
ftrange  oxen  coming  from  infefted  places ; 
but  this  proved  to  be  an  error ;  for  if  an  ox 
was  removed  to  ever  fo  diftant  a  pafture, 
he  did  not  efcape  the  better  for  it;  thd 
whole  earth  and  its  produftions  were  vi- 
tiated, throughout  the  country,  and  theri^ 
was  no  fafety  in  any  part  of  it." — Michelottx 
de  Morbis  Bourn. 

"  As  to  remedies,  (he  fays,)  when  they  are; 
once  feized  with  the  diftemper,  it  is  hard 
to  underftand  what  intention  to  prefcribe  in, 
and  how  to  afcertain  the  dofes ;  and  as  the 
^  late  pra6lice,  in  attempting  to  cure,  was  of 
very  little  fervice,  the  caution  for  preventing 
the  difeafe,  ought  to  be  redoubled,  to  pre- 
vent an  almoft  incurable  misfortune." 

Gazola 
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Gazola  remarks,  all  medicines  proved 
vain  in  this  (^ftemper ;  and  fuch  of  the  crea- 
tures as  recovered,  had  always  puftules  or 
tubercles  break  out  upon  the  fkin,  which 
ouzed  out  a  bloody  liquor. 

From  the  whole,  it  appears  that  this  dif- 
eafe  was  an  acute  fever  in  thefe  creatures, 
and  of  fo  malignant  a  kind,  that  the  texture 
of  the  blood  was  always  broke  in  it.  Many 
called  it  a  plague  among  the  cattle. 

Inftead  of  the  great  quantities  of  watery 
liquors  ufually  given,  the  creatures  fliould 
have  fomething  ftrong,  as  a  mixture  of  wine, 
and  that  in  confiderable  quantities ;  the  litter 
is  to  be  daily  changed  for  frefh  ;  no  hogs, 
fiieej),  or  other  animals,  fliould  be  fuffered 
to  feed  among  them. — Gazola  de  Pcjie  Bouiii, 
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Lancifi  dilTents  from  this  author  in  fome 
particulars  ;  he  fays,  that  the  diilemper  was 
ai  true  plague  among  the  cattle ;  and  ob- 
ferves,  that  this  very  plague  amon^  the 
oxen,  was  well  known  amonq;  the  antients 
It  was  firft  brought  into  Italy  from  Hun- 
gary, and  infefted  the  cattle  by  the  breath, 
by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  or  by  any  other 
paffage  that  it  found  open  ;  he  recommends 
great  care  that  they  have  perfe6lly  good 
food  and  drink,  and  advifes  the  wafhing 
their  mouth  and  noftrils  with  a  mixture  of 
vinegar,  garlic,  fulphur,  fait,  and  juniper- 
berries;  he  condemns  all  medicines,  and 
even  bleeding,  but  grfeatly  recommends  fe- 
lons, cauteries,  and  blillers. — Lancijiy  ap 
aElu  cruditory  ann.  1715. 

Francifcus  Fantafti  obferves,  that  the  oxen 
wer€  feized  differently,  though  the  caufe  or 
the  difliemper  was  evidently  the  fame  in 

them 


(     "2  ) 

them  all.  Some  of  the  cattle  voided  great 
i^uantlties  of  blood  by  the  urinary  paflages ; 
thefe  commonly  died,  and  all  the  humours 
were  found  evidently  tending  to  a  ftate  of 
corruption.  '  The  only  internal  medicine  he 
prefcribes,  is  a  mixture  of  theriaca,  two 
ounces,  diafcordium  one  ounce^  powder  of 
Peruvian  bark  two  ounces,  to  be  given  every 
day,  for  three  fucceeding  days,  dilTolved  in 
three  pints  of  the  juice  of  brook-lime,  water- 
crefs,  and  fcurvy-grafs,  with  the  addition  of 
a  pint  of  flrong  white  wine. 

John  Baptift  Mazzlni,  wrote  in  another 
part  of  the  world  at  the  fame  time.  With 
him,  we  find,  the  difeafed  cattle  continually 
had  a  running-  of  a  mucous  matter  from  the 
nofe,  and  a  weeping  at  the  eyes ;  and  when 
the  corners  of  thefe  creatures  eyes  were 
waflied  with  wine,  in  which  fage  leaves  had 
been  infufcd..  there  came  out  feveral  cluftcrs 
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of  fmall  flender  worms,  twifled  one  among 
anot,her.  This  author  advifes  every  thing 
to'  be  done  to  promote  perfpiration. — Maz- 
zini,  Liter,  ad  Vallifnier,  de  Pejle  Bourn, 
[See  Chambers's  Diftionary.] 

Thefe  accounts  of  the  murrain  of  cattle 
have  been  examined,  under  an  idea  that 

I 

this  diftemper  and  the  Jleeping  ftaggers  (fo 
called  by  Farriers)  among  horfes,  do  in 
fbme  meafure  correfpond  in  their  nature 
and  effefts ;  and  any  circumftance  that  may 
tend  to  exemplify  this  matter,  we  prefume, 
will  not  be  deemed  foreign  to  our  fubje6l. 

This  difeafe  of  the  horned  cattle,  and  the 
difeafe  of  horfes,  under  confi  deration,  feem 
both  highly  infeftious,  and  both  have  raged 
at  times  with  fomewhat  fimilar  violence  and 
mortality  :  though  we  do  not  find  this  ma- 
terial circumftance  recorded,  how  long  the 
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creatures  commonly  furvlved  under  thefe 
diforders,  yet  it  is  tp  be  learnt,  that  the 
malady  in  cattle  and  horfes  generally  proved 
very  foon  fatal,  the  alike  great  afFeftion  of 
the  head,  duUnefs,  and  funk  ftate,  each  ani- 
mal fuffers  under  thefe  difeafes ;  the  difeafes 
in  each  have  alike  tyramiized,  dind  lorded  it 
over  every  remedy  attempted,  with  uncon- 
trouled  violence  and  mortality  ;  but  they 
do  not  feem  to  have  raged  at  one  and  the 
fame  time.  The  difeafe  of  the  cattle  in  this 
country  was  thought  to  be  imported  ;  they 
are  here  faid  to  have  fwelled  very  much  in 
the  body ;  a  circumflance,  I  think,  not  men- 
tioned in  the  foreisfn  accounts  of  it. 

In  Italy,  wit^lout  carefully  avoiding  it, 
the  people  attending  the  difeafed  cattle  are 
faid  to  take  the  ipfeffion  and  die  of  it.  We 
do  not  hear  that  perfons  taking  care  of  the 
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diftempered  cattle  here,  were  at  all  appre- 
henfive,  or  received  any  injury. 


We  do  not  find  that  many  phyficians  gave 
their  opinions,  or  were  confulted  on  this 
national  calamity.  Prayers  were  conftant- 
ly  offered  up  in  the  churches  ;  and,  certain- 
ly, the  raging  of  the  diftemper  feemed  to 
threaten  a  great-  fcarcity  of  roaft  beef. 

Left  we  appear  to  neglecl  a  fubjeft  wor- 
thy attention,  wp  muft  introduce  it  here, 
(out  of  order  indeed)  and  out  of  time  ;  and 
whether  from  a  fault  of  the  Printer,  or  an 
omiffion  of  the  Author,  the  Reader  will  ex- 
cufe  this  irregularity,  if  the  matter  is  now 
fully  and  properly  fpoken  to — we  mean 
tht  pleurify,  which  fhould  have  followed  me- 
thodically, as  it  frequently  does  in  nature, 
and  in  faft,  the  inflammation  of  the  lungs, 
and  requires  the  fame  remedies ;  namely, 
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plontiful  bleeding,  and  the  fame  fever-me- 
dicines, with  clyfters,  or  gentle  laxatives,  if 
neceflary. 

The  pleurify  we  do  not  defcribe,  becaufe 
of  the  difficulty  of  diftinguifhing  it  in  horfes, 
a  local  inflammation  of  the  pleura,  with  the 
other  inflammatory  fymptoms,  attended 
with  ^  pain  of  the  affeOied  fide;  but  we 
cannot  learn  in -a  horfe,  with  any  certainty, 
when  there  is  a  fixed  pain  on  either  fide. 
Mr.  Gibfon  fays,  a  pleurify  and  peripneu- 
mony,  or  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  are 
not  eafily  diftinguifiied  in  a  horfe.  He  alfo 
obferves,  the  pleurify  is  apt  to  be  miftaken 
by  praftitioners  for  the  gripes,  or  cholic. 
Jrom  the  circumfl:ance  of  the  horfe  turning 
his  head  to  the  affefted  fide,  it  is,  we  fup- 
pofe  the  flatulent  or  windy  cholic,  here 
meant  to  be  taken  for  the  pleurify ;  for  if 
h  was  the  inflammatory  cholic,  there  would 

be 
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be  little  harm  in  the  mi^^ake ;  yet  we  think 
it  is  not  quite  clear  which  kind  of  cholic  or 
gripes  Gibf^pn'  means  ;  and  we  think  it  a 
very,  lingular  and  unaccountable  circum- 
^  fiance  of  this  refpeftable  author,  that  in 
fpeaking  of  thefe  inflammatory  diforders^ 
he  does  not  attend  to  the  pulfe>  the  moft 
certain  and  diftinguilhing  mark  of  inflam- 
matory diftempers,  and  of  the  degree  of 
inflammation,  among  the  fymptoms.  Mr. 
Gibfon  remarks  a  heaving  and  working 
of  the  flanks,  and  takes  no  notice  of  a 
difficult  laborious  breathing:.  We  would 
remark  the"  quick  laborious  breathing,  and 
not  obferve  the  working  of  the  flanks,  as  we 
confider  it  entirely  dependent  on  the  man- 
ner of  breathing;  for  at  all  times,  if  a  horfe 
is  winded  by  exercife,  fo  that  he  breathes 
quick  and  forcibly,  he  has  alfo  this  heaving 
or  working  of  his  flanks. 

Rowels 
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Rowels,  Mr.  Gibfon  fays,  are  ferviceable 
in  pleurifies,  and  all  inward  inflammations  : 
we  do  not  fee  how,  unlefs  by*raifing  one  lo- 
cal inflammation,  another  is  removed ;  and 
this  M'e  believe  may  be  tlie  cafe,  and  indeed 
is  obferved  to  be  a  great  ufe  of  bliUers,  by 
caufmg  a-  tranflation  of  inflannnation  from 
within  outwardly  ;  and  fo  fays  Mr.  Gibfon. 
"  Bliftdring  ointment  does  great  fervice, 
rubbed  over  the  briflvet,  on  the  foremoft 
ribs,  which  only,  he  fays,  makes  a  revullion 
and  revulfion  here,  we  think,  mull  mean  a 
tranflation  of  inflammation  ;  and  which  we 
think  is  more  readily  and  advantageoufly 
done  by  blifl;ering,  than  by .  Towelling. 
Mr.  Gibfon  obferves  horfes  to  be  fubjetl  to 
inflammation  of  the  mcdinajiium,-  or  mem- 
brane that  feparates  the  lobes  of  the  lungs, 
and  alfo  of  the  midriff  (or  flurt  fomctimes 
called)  but  as  thefe  cafes  in  horfes  are  not  to 
^e  known  from  the  pleurify,  or  an  inflamma- 
tion 
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tion  of  the  lungs,  we  think  it  needlefs  to  fay 
more  of  them. 

Mr.  TapHn  is  of  the  fapie  opinion,  that 
the  diftinftion  between  thefe  difeafes  is  too 
nice  in  this  animal,  for  certain  difcrimina- 
lion  :  either  difplays  fymptoms  he  obferves 
common  to  both,  and  that  the  treatment  is 
exaftly  fimilar  in  each ;  nor  is  there  any 
thing  material  to  be  obferved  in  Mr.  Tap- 
Un's  treatment  of  thefe  diforders,  from  what 
we  have  faid,  till  he  comes  to.  an  abatement 
of  the  diforder ;  "  And  the  horfe  will  eat 
mafhes.  of  bran,  with  four  ounces  of  honey 
to  each,  and  will  drink  thin  gruel  for  com- 
mon drink,  in  each  draught'  of  which  fliould 
be  diffolved  two  ounces  of  cream  of  tartar." 
Now  as  he  is  to  have  this  gruel  and  cream  of 
tartar  as  common  drink,  we  reckon  the  horfe 
muft  have  at  leaft  four  draughts  of  it  in  a 
day,  which  will  be  half  a  pound  of  cream  of 
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tartar  ;  and  if  he  has  four  mafhes,  with  four 
ounces  of  honey  in  each,  will  be  a  pound  of 
honey,  which  we  are  perfuaded  will  prove  a 
very  griping  uneafy  dofe  in  the  horfe's  fto- 
mach  and  guts,  and  greatly  too  purgative  at 
this  time.  Mr.  Tap] in  proceeds,  "  Every 
appearance  of  danger  being  difpelled,  the 
further  management  may  be  regulated  by 
the  inftru6lions  under  the  article  Cold  ;  but 
giving,  he  fays,  a  ball  every  morning  for  a 
fortnight."  The  balls  are  made  of  Caftile 
foap,  gum  ammoniac,  annife,  and  cummin 
feeds.  Now  as  Mr.  Taplin  leaves  us  al- 
together in  the  dark,  as  to  the  ufe  of  thefe 
balls  "  after  every  appearance  of  danger  is 
over,"  by  which  we  muft  underftand  a  total 
removal  of  the  difeafe,  we  do  not  compre- 
hend what  falutary  purpofe  they  are  to  an- 
fwer.  This  feqms  to  be  on  the  plan  of  a 
Wellh  furgeon  (a  felf-made  furgeon  we 
mean)  who,  in  curing  a  patient's  fore  leg, 
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ufes  an  application  for  the  purpofe  of  mak- 
ing it  better  than  well,  and  in  his  bill  charges 
an  itevi,  for  curing  the  fore  leg  quite,  after  it 
was  well.  In  ferioufnefs,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  medicine  always  does  good  ;  for  if  it 
does  not  do  the  patient  good,  it  does  the 
doftor  good ;  and  if  thefe  balls  do  not  do 
the  horfe  good,  they  will  do  the  compoun- 
ders  good  ;  fo  we  have  nothing  to  fay  againft 
them.  Mr.  Taplin,  as  foon  as  the  horfe  is 
fufficiently  recovered,  puts  him  upon  a  gen- 
tle courfe  of  phyfic,  "  to  prevent  any  ill 
effects  from  the  vifcidity  of  matter  that  has 
fo  long  overloaded  the  veffels  of  the  lungs ; 
or  its  acrimony,  that  may,  by  its^  retention 
there,  fo  corrode  or  lacerate,  as  to  form  an 
ulcer,  or  promote  the  growth  of  knots  or  tu- 
bercles."  We  certainly  had  no  idea  of  any 
of  thefe  evils,  after  the  fever  and  inflam- 
mation were  fubdued  ;  nor  any  apprehen- 
fion  of  the  formation  of  an  ulcer ;  but  by 
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the  inflammation  continuing,  and  going  on 
to  fuppuration.  Thefe  are  firmly  our  fen- 
timents,  at  the  fame  time  acknowledging 
our  content  in  a  fubordinate  degree  of  uti- 
Hty,  and  that  the  fublimity  of  Mr.  Taplin's 
doftrine,  is  now  and  then  far,  very  far 
out  of  our  reach. 

Mr.  Bartlet  does  his  book  the  credit,  and 
his  r&adei's  the  benefit,  of  having  literally 
copied  Gib/on  on  thefe  difeafes. 

I  fiiall  clofe  this  fubjeft  of  inflammation 
with  the  recital  of  a  recent  cafe,: 

I  was  lately  taken  by  a  friend  to  fee  a 
gCntieman's  horfe,  that  was  thought  to  be 
very  dangeroufly.  difordered  ;  it  was  a  valu- 
able ftallion,  and  we  found  the  difeafe  to  be 
a  violently  fwelled  and  inflamed -tefticle, 
and  a  great  fymptomatic  fever;  the  puHc 
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was  betwixt  fixty  and  feventy  beats  in  .a 
minute;  I  believe  I  may  fay  65,  which  I 
imagine  in  a  horfe  will  denote  a  degree  of 
fever  and  inflammation,  equal  to  the  pulfe 
at  about  100  in  man:  and  though  we /ay 
horfes  have  not  the  as^ue,  or  intermittent  fc- 
ver,  yet  in  topical  inflammations  there  will 
be  at  times  an  exacerbation  or  encreafe  of 
fymptoms.  At  thofe  times  this  horfe  was 
perfeftly  frantic  ;  he  fpurned  the  litter  and 
pavement,  and  bit  his  own  fides  in  a  violent 
manner.  He  had  been  bled  before  I  faw 
him,  and  had  taken  a  drink  a  day,  for  two  or 
three  days,  from  a  neighbouring  pra6litio- 
Her,  who  pofitively  aflured  the  gentleman 
the  horfe  had  no  fever,  and  that  the  diforder 
was  an  imuard  Jiraiii;  thus  widely  we  dif- 
fered as  to  the  horfe's  cafe,  which  the  gen- 
tleman obferved,  Doclurs  were  too  aot  to 
do.  However,  I  was  earnelily  requelled 
to  endeavour  to  relieve  tlie  horfe.  «  Two 
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quarts  of  blood,  or  fomewhat  more,  were 
diredly  taken,  and  faved  in  a  proper  vef- 
fel  in  order  to  be  infpefted,  and  as  it  prov- 
ed to  be  very  highly  inflamed  and  fizey, 
as  much  more  was  taken  away  the  fame 
evening,  and  a  nitrous  fever  powder  was 
dire£led  to  be  given  three  times  in  the  day, 
and  plentiful  cooling  faturnine  fomentations 
were  applied  to  the  part  two  or  three  times  a 
day  :  to  open  the  belly  a  little,  he  had  a  mild 
laxative  drink,  of  an  infufion  of  fenna  and 
treacle.  In  a  very  few  days  the  fever  and 
local  inflammation  feemed  to  give  way  ma- 
terially, the  fits  of  exacerbation  entirely  left 
him,  and  the  fwelling  of  the  part  was  great- 
ly reduced ;  indeed,  we  thought  the  horfe 
getting  quite  well  very  fafl  ;  but  in  about 
ten  days,  the  tefticle  began  to  fwell  again, 
and  in  a  very  few  days  was  more  fvyelled 
than  ever,  but  without"  occafioning  a  fever, 
or  the  violent  pain  the  horfe  had  before, 
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9nd  there  was  a  colleftion  or  depofition  of 
a  quantity  of  fluid ;  the  fwelling  which  now 
occupied  alfo  the  whole  flieath,  was  greatly 
cedematous,  the  other  tefticle  all  along 
quite  well.  I  now  thought  the  fomentation 
would  be  of  little  further  fervice,  and  that 
an  operation  would  be  necelFary ;  and  as  I 
did  not  profefs  furgery,  I  determined  to  afli 
a  furgeon's  alTiftance  ;  I  went  to  Mr.  Hun- 
ter, who  I  knew  as  a  philofopher,  always 
interefted  himfelf  in  every  thing  ufeful  in 
man  or  beaft  ;  Mr.  Hunter  being  ill  of  the 
gout,  I  faw  Mr.  Home,  to  whom,  after 
fbme  other  bufinefs,  with  fome  diffidence 
and  delicacy  I  told  him,  I  mentioned  this 
horfe's  cafe.  He  replied,  I  need  not  have 
been  diffident  about  it,  and  it  feemed  to  be 
ithe  cafe  they  wanted  to  examine,  and  he 
would  go  with  m^  to  the  horfe  any  morn- 
ing, and  fhould  bring  with  him  a  gentleman, 
I  have  mentioned  before,  refpefting  the 
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pulfe,  and  who  was  attending  their  (Mr.. 
Hunter's  and  Mr.  Home's)  leftures,  and 
putting  himfelf  to  a  great  expence  in  edu- 
cation, with  a  defign  to  praclife  farriery. 

Mr.  Home,  however,  Mr.  Hunter  being 
Confined,  had  fo  many  engagements,  that 
he  could  not  attend ;  but  the  gentleman 
mentioned,  went  with  me  to  the  horfe  :  He 
found  the  parts  greatly  fwelled  and  in- 
flamed ;  but  the  inflammation,  as  I  have 
obferved,  was  now  not  fo  great  as  to  raife 
a  fever,  nor  to  occafion  any  great  pain,  fo 
that  local  application  feemed  all  that  was 
neceffary. 

The  above  gentleman  advifed  topical 
bleeding ;  and  twenty  leeches  were  endea- 
voured to  be  applied,  but  ten  only  would 
take :  the  ufe  of  the  fomentation  was  con- 
tinued^ or  rather  renewed,  as  it  had  been 
'  left 
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left  off  a  day  or  two,  and  an  emollient 
poultice  was  applied,  as  well  to  fufpend  the 
telticle,  as  for  its  ufe  as  a  poultice  ;  but  it 
is  with  great  difficulty  poultices  are  applied 
to  the  tefticles  of  horfes,  and  the  anatomi* 
Cal  ftrufture  of  the  fcrotum  and  tcfticles  of 
a  horfe,  does  not  make  fufpenfion  fo  necef- 
fary  as  in  man.  Much  advantage  being 
gained  by  thefe  means,  ten  more  leeches 
were  applied  the  next  day ;  the  fomenta- 
tion and  poultice  were  continued  ;  in  a 
few  days  the  fwelling  greatly  aj^ated,  and 
a  fluftuation  of  matter  was  plainly  perceived, 
and  in.  about  a  week,  the  abfcefs  burft,  or 
nature  performed,  the  operation,  which  I 
have  faid,  I  thought  would  be  neceffary: 
Every  thing  goes  on  well ;  but  'the  horfe 
has  a  breaking  out  of  little  glandular  knots, 
for  which  he  has  taken  an  alterative  anti-  . 
monial  powder,  for  a  fortnight.  The 
breaking  out  flill  remains,  and  an  enlarge- 
ment. 
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ment  and  induration,  that  feems  to  threaten 
a  fcirrhous  teflicle;  otherwife,  the  horfe  is 
well  and  hearty,  and  works  every  day  ;  and 
as  a  more  powerful  alternative,  and  yet  fo 
fafe,  that  he  may  conflantly  work  with  it, 
he  is, now  taking  Iiemlock,  with  the  antimo- 
nial  powder,  and  which  I  doubt  not  will 
prove  a  very  efficacious  and  ufeful  medicine 
in  farriery,  where  the  moll  powerful  alter- 
atives are  frequently  Wanting,  as  in  the  Farcy, 
and  as  an  alterative  medicine,  perhaps  we 
cannot  go  beyond  cicuta  and  calomel.  ,  I 
have  fpoken  of  this  cafe,  as  an  inflamed  te- 
fticle  only,  to  be  the  more  readily  under- 
ftood  ;  for  as  the  fame  means  are  to  be  ufed, 
whether  the  tefticle  itfelf,  or  the  integu- 
ments or  coats  are  more  materially  alfefted, 
it  is  rieedlefs  to  puzzle  the  reader  with  ana- 
tomical nicety.  The  diet  of  thd  horfe  was 
flender  and  cooling,  as  mild  mafiies  of  bran, 
or  bran  and  malt,  with  a  plenty  of  water,  a 
little  warm,  or  white  water. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Clarke,  in  his  late  book  on  horfes, 
confiders  the  qualities  of  that  great  article 
in  farriery — nitre  ;  amongfl;  his  commenda- 
tions of  it,  he  fays  it  is  an  antidote  to  putre- 
faftion :  He  means,  no  doubt,  that  it  poflefTes 
that  qoiality  in  putrid  difeafes ;  but  here  he 
is  altogether  miftaken ;  and  we  apprehend 
he  has  taken  up  this  idea,  and  publifhed  it, 
upon  no  better  grounds,  than  its  being  a 
moR  powerful  antifeptic  in  inanimate  fub- 
ftaxices,  as  every  cook  and  falter  of  meat, 
well  knows ;  but  a  moft  dangerous  and  un- 
warrantable conclufion  is  drawn  froni  hence, 
viz.  "  that  it  is  a  remedy  in  putrid  difeafes  :'* 
for  the  contrary,  indeed,  is  now  fo  well 
known  and  eftabliflied  a  faft,  that  we  are 
forry  we  have,  at  this  time  a-d'ay,  after  fo 
much  has  been  faid  and  wrote  on  the  fub- 
jed,  to  fet  Mr.  Clarke  right  in  this  impor- 
tant matter;  than  which,  we  think,  (the  na- 
Uire  of  putrefa£lion,  and  effefts  of  antifep- 
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tics  in  putrid  difeafes),  phyfic  docs  not  fur- 
nifh  a  fubjeft  of  greater  moment  and  confe- 
quence.  We  truft  that  Mr.  Clarke,  from 
this  hint,  will  fee  and  confider  this  matter 
in  its  proper  light,  in  his  treatife  on  the 
Difeafes  of  Horfes ;  which  we  are  told  is  to 
follow  the  very  valuable'  book  (notwith- 
ftanding  this  error)  he  has  juft  publifhed. 
The  Monthly  Reviewers,  who  have  done  this 
gentleman,  juftice,  as  16  the  merit  of  his 
J)ook,  if,  they  ;had  ,read  it,  however,  with 
a  little  nxore. attention,  would  have  remark- 
ed this  error;  as  in  a  controverfy  on  the 
fLibje£!t..ferri(2.^ years  ago,  between  Mr.  (how 
Dr.)  Alexander,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr. 
Proffer,  of  London,,  they  deliver  them- 
felves  thus :  "  From  Mr.  P.'s  remarks  on  the 
E,„^-perimental  Effays  of  Mr.  Alexander  we 
coUeft  the  following  particulars  ;-7r<;'jrhat  tliQ 
puLrcfa6iive  procefs' in.  the  de^id  and  in  the 
li\ii;L'  animal,  is  widely  different.— Thbfc 
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fub fiances  which  refift  putrefa6lion  in  the 
dead,  do  not  therefore  neceflarily  produce 
the  fame  effe6t  in  the  living  body  ;  and  that 
nitre,  fo  ftrongly  recommended  by  Mr. 
Alexander,  as  an  antifeptic,  or,  as  Mr. 
Clarke  has  it,  *  an  antidote  to  putrefaftion,' 
will  promote,  rather  than  refill  this  procefs 
in  the  living  body,  by  flill  further  weaken- 
ing the  powers  of  the  circulation."  Monthly 
Review  for  November,  1769. 

It  is  fo  me  what  unfortunate,  that  thefe 
blunders  and  ill-founded  ideas,  follow  one 
after  another,  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Edinburgh,  where  the  fchool  of  phyfic 
(lands  fo  very  high  in  reputation,  and  to 
whofe  doftrines  we  may  fuppofe  Mr.  Clarke 
attached  and  benefited  by.  And  after  thus 
correftinjT  this  error  in  "  The  King's  Farrier 
for  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,"  the  Author 
will  look  forward  with  fome  hopes  of  the 
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honorary  appointment  of  Farrier  to  the 
King  in  England. 

Some  years  after  this,  we  have  the  re- 
fpeftable  authority  of  Dr.  Millman,  who 
had  occahon  to  confider  this  matter,  in  his 

Enquiry  into  the  Source  from  whence  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Scurvy,  and  of  Putrid  Fe- 
vers arife."  Dr.  MiUman's  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing  on  this  occaCon,  is  as  mafterly  and  ele- 
gant, as  the  fubjeft  is  interefting.  The  cir- 
cumftance  of  ray  having  publiflied  the  fame 
fentiments  and. ideas  many  years  before,  was 
unknown  to  the  Doftor  ;  and  it  was  not  re- 
colle6led  by  the  Reviewers,  in  their  account 
of  his  book  ;  for  they  gave  the  Doftor  cre- 
dit for  the  very  fame  fentiments  and  opini- 
ons, in  1782,  they  had  reviewed  from  me  in 
1769.  I  put  thefe  gentlemen  in  mind  of 
this  overfight,  and  in  one  of  their  following 
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reviews,  they  have  pubhfhed  an  anfwer  to' 
my  note,  with  this  apology  ;  "  That  they 
were  like  their  brethren,  mortal  men,  and 
that  confequently  the  corps  of  Reviewers  of 
to-day,  were  not  acquainted  with  fubje£ls 
reviewed  years  before."   However,  I  could 
have  wifhed  they  had  been  more  circura- 
fpeft,  as  guardians  of  my  right  and  property, 
if  I  may  fo  fay,  and  \yhich  perhaps  I  valued 
very  highly  ;  and  being,  like  my  brethren,  a 
mortal  man,  I  might  have  loft  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  myfelfjuftice.    It  was  not  a 
little  flattering  to  me,  to  find  our  notions  of 
the  matter  fo  exaftly  coincided .;  for  if  I 
-  was  behind-hand  with  the  Do6lor  in  manner 
and  eloquence,  I  was  equal  with  him  in  mat- 
ter and  fubftance.    In  one  point  we  dif- 
fered :  the  Doftor  fays,  it  was  with  great 
diffidence  that,  againft  the  authorities  which 
had  maintained  the  contrary  opinions,  he 
ventured  to  doubt  their  truth  and  pro- 
priety. 
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priety.  For  my  part,  I  had  no  diffidence 
about  the  matter,  when  about  a  dozen  years 
before,  in  my  remarks  on  Mr.  Alexander's 
Effays  (annexed  to  a  Treatife  on  the  Derby 
Neck)  I  obferved  that  the  putrefactive  prin- 
ciple iri  living  bodies,  and  inanimate  fub- 
ftances,  were  materially  different,  arid  as 
quoted  above  from  the  Review.  Dr.  Mill- 
man  relates  the  principle  upon  which  Sir  J. 
Pringle  founded  his  do6lrine  of  antifeptics, 
and  pointed  out  thofe  hafty  inferences  by 
which  they  were  attempted  to  be  made 
guides  to  lis  in  the  prevention,  and  in  the  cure 
of  putrid  difeafeSjand  fays  "it  is  not  the  accu- 
racy of  the  experiments  which  he  ventures 
to  impeach,  but  the  applications,  and  the 
concluhons  from  them,  which  he  prefumes 
to  queflion.  The  furnace  or  crucible  of  a 
chymift,  the  Doftor  obferves,  affords  no  fair 
criterion  by  which  we  are  to  judge  of  the 
nature  of  a  medicine  ;  or  that  the  change 
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which  it  produces  on  the  dead  fibre,  is  to 
be  a  rule  by  which  we  are  to  eilimate  the 
probable  efFc6is  of  it  on  the  animated  ma- 
chine. We  fhall  even  find,"  continues  the 
Do6lor,  "  that  fubftances  which  have  an 
antifeptic  efFeft  on  the  dead  fibres  of  ani- 
mals, often  produce  putrid  fymptoms  in  the 
living  body." 

"  Hdler;'  fays  Dr.  Millman,  "  faithfully 
records  thefe  pernicious  effefts  of  alkalies  ; 
and  when  he  compares  thefe  praftical  fafts 
with  the.  refult  of  the  late  experiments, 
proving  the  properties  of  the  alkalies,  he 
feems  to  be  quite  confounded ;  and  admits, 
that  there  is  a  contradi6lion  between  them, 
which  he,  15  unable  to .  reconcile."— Thus 
much  we  doubt  not  of  being  fufficient  to 
fhew  the  impropriety  and  effefts  of  nitre 
in  putrid  difeafes  :  were  more  authorities 
wanting  after  Dr.  Millman,  we  have  the 
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never-to-be-forgotten  Huxham,  Fothergill, 
and  Dr.  Heiftiam  on  the  jail  fever.  Dr. 
Fothergill,  I  believe,  it  is  well  known,  ob- 
tained that  high  rank  and  honourable  efteera, 
and  preference  he  held  in  his  profeffion, 
principally  from  being  the  firfl;  in  obferv- 
ing,  and  pointing  out,  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  of  reducing  the  powers  of  nature, 
by  evacuations  and  antiphlogiftics  in  the  pu- 
trid fore  throat;  and  we  find  Sir  John 
Pringle  himfelf,  after  a  few  days'  illnefs  in 
fuch  diforders,  was  obliged  to  forego  the  ufe 
of  fome  of  his  favourite,  antifeptics,  nitre 
efpecially. 

Mr.  Clarke  quotes  Bracken  as  to  the  quan- 
tity of  blood  in  a  horfc ;  who  fays,  "  there 
pafs  through  the  heart  of  a  horfe  1 800  times 
four  ounces,  or  450  pounds' of  blood,  in  an 
hour  :  now,  the  common  received  opinion 
is,  that  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  in  man  is 
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about  25  pounds,  (profefTors  of  anatomy, 
however,  differ  fo  widely  as  to  this  matter, 
that  by  fome  it  is  rated  at  not  more  than  one 
third  ;of  this  quantity),  and  in  ,a  horfe  fix 
times  as  much ;  and,  therefore,  according  to 
this  allowance,  a  quantity  of  blood  equal  to 
the  whole  mafs  palfes  through  the  heart  ten 
times  in  an  hour  in  man,  and  in  one  hour 
and  1 2  minutes  in  a  horfe ;  and  from  hence 
it  may  be  obferved,  how  neceffary  it  is  to 
take  away  greater  quantities  of  blood  in 
many  cafes  than  is  commonly  praftifed; 
for  what  fenfible  effe6i;  can  the  taking  away 
a  quart  of  blood  from  a  horfe,  have  upon 
him,  if  we  confider  that  he  has  near  225 
times  as  much  in  his  body  ?"  Here  i-s  a  very 
erroneous  calculation :  450  pounds  of  blood. 
Bracken  fays,  paffes  through  the  heart  in  an 
hour ;  tjiat  the  whole  quantity  of  blood  in 
man  is  about  25  pounds,  and  in  a  horfe  fix 
times  as  much ;  that  a  quantity  of  blood, 
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jcqual  to  the  whole  mafs,  pafles  the  heart 
ten  times  in  an  hour  in  man,  and  in  an  hour 
and  1 2  minutes  in  a  horfe ;  450  pounds  in 
an  hour  will  therefore  be  540  pounds  in  an 
hour  and  12  minutes,  and  the  tenth  of  540 
will  be  only  54  ;  and  he  fays_,  the  quantity 
of  blood  in  a  horfe,  is  fix  times  25  pounds, 
(the  quantity  in  man)  or  150  pounds:  after- 
wards he  makes  the  quantity  of  blood  in  a 
horfe  450  pounds;  for  he  fays,  what  fenfible 
tWeGt  can  the  taking  away  a  quart  of  blood 
have,  if  we  confider  he  has  near  225  times 
as  much  in  his  body  ?  Tw;o  hundred  and 
twenty-five  quarts  muft  be  450  pints,  or 
pounds  ;  and  rating  the  quantity  of  blood 
in  a  horfe  at  150  pounds,  which  we  take  to 
be  very  near  the  mark,  and  that  quantity 
palfing  the  heart  ten  times  in  ,.an  hour  and  - 
twelve  minutes,  it  will  be  in  that  time  1500 
pounds,  inftcad  of  540.  What  can  we  fay 
for  thefe  miflakes  in  Bracken,  (an  ingenious 
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fenfible  man  and  a  fcholar)  and  on  a  point, 
too,  which  he  himfelf  confiders  of  the  great* 
eft  moment  to  be  well  underftood !  Muft  we 
fuppofe  him  fond  of  good  ale,  or  fome  other 
good  liquor,  that  entirely  diverted  him  of 
the  accuracy  of  calculatioji  ?  and  that  he 
wrote  this  part  of  his  fubje£l,  when  he  was 
in  his  cups  ? 

Mr.  Clarke,  we  have  faid,  here  quojtei^ 
Bracken,  but  not  very  carefully  copies  his 
miftakes.  Bracken  ftates,  that  the  whole 
quantity  of  blood  in  a  man  pafTes  the  heart 
ten  times  in  an  hour;  and  in  a  horfe,  in  an 
hour  and  twelve  minutes  :  Mr.  Clarke  fay^ 
"  The  quantity  of  blood  in  man  palFes  the 
heart  in  an  hour,  and  in  an  hour  and  twelve 
minutes  in  a  horfe ;"  leaving  out  the  ten 
times,  which  makes  the  trifling  difference, 
between  him  and  Bracken  of  nine  tentlu. 
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We  deem  it  as  proper  and  neceffary  for 
every  author  to  examine  and  confider  the 
maxims  afid  notions  of  his  predeceflbrs,  as 
it  is  to  produce  his  reafons  and  arguments 
in  defence  of  his  own  doftrines  and  opi- 
nions bth'br'wife  his  work  may  prove  to  be 
if  hot  an  imp'dfitibii,  a"iifelefs  intrufion  on 
the  pubHc :  but  we.  certainly  wifh  not  to 
have  fuch  petty  faults  and  miftakes  to  re- 
hikrli  upbri. 

Mr.  Clarke  obferves  the  difeafes  of  horfes 
to  be  fimilar  to  thofe  of  man,  abatingr  of 
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thofe  afifing  from  (a  very  fruitful  fource  of 
difeafe  indeed),  the  paffions  of  the  mind ; 
but  exclufive  of"  thefe,  the  difeafes  of  horfes 
fall  very  fliort  of  the  number  in  man.  Our 
Viterinarian  author,  we  fuppofe,will  have  no 
objeftion  to  our  ft riking  off  his  lift,  the  fmall- 
pox;  the  meafles,  chicken-pox,  and  hooping- 
cough;  and,  with  his  permiftion,  we  alfo 
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except  the  ague.  We  obferve  to  Mr.  Clarke, 
on  this  occafion,  that  the  circumftance  of 
horfes  not  haviiig  either  the  fmall-pox,  nor 
the  meafles,  firft  gave  us  the  idea  of  their 
not  having  the  ague. 

Mr.  Clarke  fays,  that  horfes  wild,  or  in  a 
natural  ftate,  are  free  from  diforders :  that 
they  are-more  free  from  diforder  than  horfes 
in  ufe,  is  certainly  true,;  but  that  they  are  not 
entirely  free  from  diforder,  is  equally  fo. 

Mr.  Clarke  takes  blood  away  in  inflam- 
matory cafes,  to  the  quantity  of  fix  or  eight 
pounds,  or  a  gallon,  at  a  bleeding :  making 
the  whole  quantity  450  pounds,  as  he  fays, 
(after  Bracken),  what  effeft  can  the  taking  a 
quart  have,  from  225  times  as  much?  tho' 
at  the  fame  time  he  tells  us,  that  a  horfe  has 
fix  times  as  much  blood  as  a  man,  fix  times 
2j  pounds,  which  is  150  pounds ;  and  which 
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we  give  as  the  true  general  ftandard,  over 
or  under  we  hardly  need  mention,  accord- 
ing to  the  fize  of  the  horfe.  Mr.  Clarke, 
however,  takes  a  gallon  away,  whether  from 
450  pounds,  or  from  150  pounds,  (in  which 
quantities  there  is  a  difference  of  two  thirds) 
and  this  may  be  done  with  propriety  either 
way  the  quantity  to  be  taken,  to  be  deter- 
mined more  by  the  ftate  of  the  pulfe,  and 
the  effeft  bleeding  has  upon  it,  as  to  its 
llrength,  quicknefs,  fullnefs  and  hardnefs, 
than  by  the  whole  quantity  of  blood. 


THE  END. 


ERRATA. 


Page  3^  line  i8.  Great  affinity  read  greater  afinity. 

9,  18.  SoUeyfeU  read  Solleyfell. 

98,  20.  After  a  quarter  dele  or. 

118,  15.  Medinajiiuvi  read  mediajlinum. 


